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Trinity River Activity Guide- Grades 2-5 
 

 

 
Activity: 
 

 
Trinity River - Making your Voice Heard in Government 

Purpose: The Trinity River supplies water to central Texas citizens.  The river’s history is 
as old as the state. This inquiry lesson allows students to investigate why 
reservoirs were made and where, how flooding is and was controlled, and how 
citizens in various locations used water from the Trinity River.  This virtual 
lesson uses primary source documents from the W. R. Poage Legislative 
Library. 
 

 
Resources: 
 

Farmer’s Viewpoint Materials 
● Letter from A.H. Wheeler from June 3, 1950 
● Letter from A.H. Wheeler from May 20, 1950 
● Flood control and Farm Lands in the Trinity Basin Article 

 
Houston Mayor or Businessman 

● The Trinity Battle Article 
● What Trinity Improvement Can Do For You Speech 

 
Dallas Businessman/Citizen 

● The Trinity Battle Article 
● Memorandum Email 

 
Additional 

● Letter template 
● Project Zero Resources 

 

 
Activity’s Steps: 
 
 
 

Ask the Essential Question: Why would a river be important to a 
community? 

● Allow students to respond with initial thoughts 
● Guide them to think about farmers and their need for water 
● Discuss the general uses of water 

 
Introduce the three perspectives from which the students can take: 
Small town farmer, Houston Mayor or businessman, and Dallas 
businessman (or they can create their own perspective and utilize 
the resources) 

● Go to the Poage Library’s resource website: 
http://sites.baylor.edu/poagek12resources/2020/07/16/resources-trinit…
your-voice-heard/ 

● Show the students where they can find the documents for each 
perspective.  Allow the students to explore all the resources at first, 
then have them choose one option. 

● Allow the students time to work together, if needed/wanted by students 

http://sites.baylor.edu/poagek12resources/2020/07/16/resources-trinity-river-controversy-making-your-voice-heard/
http://sites.baylor.edu/poagek12resources/2020/07/16/resources-trinity-river-controversy-making-your-voice-heard/
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● Answer the questions from Project Zero’s (a project developed by 
Harvard’s Graduate School of Education) Think, Feel Care Activity 
(attached below) 

 
Write a letter to a congressman about why you deserve to have a 
Trinity River reservoir, or more access to the river, in your area 

● Utilize the Letter Template 
● Remind students that they have to use their primary sources to spark 

ideas for reasons why they would want water in their area 
● Discuss the idea of persuasion and persuasive writing so that the 

Congressman will listen to their POV 
● After the letter is written, have the students play iCivics’s “Represent 

Me!” so they can see the perspective of a Legislator passing bills: 
https://www.icivics.org/games/represent-me 

 
Recommended Extension: 

● To make this an authentic activity, have your student(s) write a letter to 
the W. R. Poage Legislative Library explaining their experience writing 
from the perspective of a small town farmer, Dallasite, or Houstonian. 

● Their letters will be added to our collection and they will receive an 
email response from our staff! 

● The students can use the following address: 
W. R. Poage Legislative Library 
201 Baylor Avenue 
Waco, TX 76706 

● There is a template below for you to utilize. 
 

 
Terms: 
 

Terms and concepts for the facilitator/teacher to be familiar with: 
● Primary Source:first-hand accounts that were documented later, such as 

autobiographies, memoirs, and oral histories 
● Secondary Source: created later by someone who did not experience 

first-hand or participate in the events or conditions 
● Citizen: Person who lives in and is part of a community 
● Citizenship: position or status of being a citizen of a particular 

community 
● Right: a moral (or legal) entitlement to have, obtain something, or act 

in a certain way 
● Responsibility: The state or fact of having a duty to deal with 

something; a moral obligation to behave correctly toward or in respect 
of 

● Community: a group of people living in the same place or having a 
particular characteristic in common 

● Appropriation: a sum of money or total of assets devoted to a special 
purpose 

● Reservoir: a large natural or artificial lake used as a source of water 
supply 

● Detention Reservoir: built to catch surface runoff and stream water 
flow to regulate the water flow in areas below it 

● Memorandum: a written message in business or diplomacy 
 

https://www.icivics.org/games/represent-me
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Guiding Questions and 
Facilitation Tips: 
 

Essential Question: 
● Why would a river be important to a community? 

 
Guiding Questions:  

● Why would a community need water?  For what reasons? 
● How do people use water? 
● What would happen if an area received too much water?  What would 

happen to the river?  Could that be a problem? 
● How can people fix or control too much water? 
● How do you think __(the person they chose)__ would feel if a flood 

happened in their area? 
● How could a __(person they chose)__ use a reservoir/stored water? 

How could it benefit others around them? 
 
Facilitation Tips: 

● Organize the documents before the lesson into which person they 
would most benefit- small town farmer, Houston mayor, or Dallas 
businessman 

● Review the vocabulary sheet 
● Allow students to work in pairs or groups to allow them to discuss their 

thoughts 
 
Facilitation for School Groups (virtually): 

● Utilize the Breakout room feature to allow students to discuss their 
viewpoints together 

● Share this link with students to access all materials independently: 
http://sites.baylor.edu/poagek12resources/2020/07/16/resources-trinit…
your-voice-heard/ 

 

 
Dig Deeper: 
 

Ideas for encouraging participants to dig deeper:  
● Use Project Zero’s Step In - Step Out - Step Back Activity (attached 

below) 
● Teacher can act as the Congress member and read the letters to 

determine who will receive a reservoir and why 
 

 
Helpful Links and 
Resources: 
 

Handbook of Texas Online, Robert N. Tharp, "TRINITY RIVER 
   AUTHORITY," accessed July 13, 2020, 
   http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mwt02. 
 
iCivics’s “Represent Me!” https://www.icivics.org/games/represent-me 
 
The Think, Feel, Care thinking routine was developed by Project Zero, a 
research center at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
 
The Step In - Step Out - Step Back thinking routine was developed by Project 
Zero, a research center at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
 

http://sites.baylor.edu/poagek12resources/2020/07/16/resources-trinity-river-controversy-making-your-voice-heard/
http://sites.baylor.edu/poagek12resources/2020/07/16/resources-trinity-river-controversy-making-your-voice-heard/
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/mwt02
https://www.icivics.org/games/represent-me


4 

 
Learning Objectives: 
 

TEKS 

(1)  Students study their relationship to the classroom, school, and community to 
establish the foundation for responsible citizenship in society. Students develop 
concepts of time and chronology by distinguishing among past, present, and 
future events. Students identify anthems and mottos of the United States and 
Texas. Students create simple maps to identify the location of places in the 
classroom, school, and community. Students explore the concepts of goods and 
services and the value of work. Students identify individuals who exhibit good 
citizenship. Students describe the importance of family customs and traditions 
and identify how technology has changed family life. Students sequence and 
categorize information. Students practice problem-solving, decision-making, and 
independent-thinking skills. 

(2)  To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a 
variety of rich material is encouraged. Motivating resources are available from 
museums, historical sites, presidential libraries, and local and state preservation 
societies. 

(3)  The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are 
intended to be integrated for instructional purposes. Skills listed in the social 
studies skills strand in subsection (b) of this section should be incorporated into 
the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies. A greater 
depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained when 
integrated social studies content from the various disciplines and 
critical-thinking skills are taught together. Statements that contain the word 
"including" reference content that must be mastered, while those containing the 
phrase "such as" are intended as possible illustrative examples. 

 
Things to Observe: 
 

● Student engagement 
● Level of difficulty/elements students found difficult 
● Are they hitting the learning goals? 
● What else are the students learning from this? 
● Quotes from students- specific 

feedback/realizations/struggles heard from learners 
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Supplies and Project Zero Resources: 
Letter to a Congress Member Template 
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Letter to W. R. Poage Legislative Library Template 
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