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was wrapping up a history lecture. After
chatting with her students for a few min-
utes, Becky trundled us along with her
daughter, Camden, into the back of her car
and whisked out of town along winding
country roads. Under the shadows of neigh-
boring French mountains, Becky, her hus-
band Randy, and their three children have
made their home in a majestic 15th–century
country chalet.

The Browns have had much experience
with ex-patriots, but recent months have
tinged the excitement of their time abroad

with a certain weariness from our growing
discontent with this homeland around them.

The Browns have watched the anger in
Geneva for some time. Randy, an actor by
training, has taken to disguising his
American accent when working with clients
— otherwise a simple business call can turn
into a disruptive debate. The tensions have
taken their toll: the hardwood floors of
their beautiful home were covered with
moving boxes. The Browns are leaving
Geneva for Waco.

The situation has escalated constantly
since the beginning of the Iraq con-

flict. Hatred, hatred of Americans, of
anything American. It’s a grocery store
occurrence, people bumping into your
carts and not apologizing, whereas
that’s not the French way. We don’t go
to the Fourth of July celebration for fear
that something can happen. We don’t 
go out to eat anymore even if we would
have. You just shut down.

Becky Brown

Later that night we dined with Alice
Sparks and her husband Jack at a restaurant
near their home in Carouge, a suburb out-
side of Geneva. Alice, a 1997 graduate of
the business school, was on a two year
assignment with a company. She and her
husband agreed that U.S. media have por-
trayed a much different picture of the war
than the European media, but they felt that
the news operations in Europe had been
every bit as biased as any in the States, if 
not more so. Jack expressed his frustration

with the commercialization of
anti–Americanization. “It’s really fashion-
able to be anti–American. These peace flags
are everything,” he says, pointing to a rain-
bow flag hanging from a window across the
square. You’ll see them in every corner
store being sold.”

We ended our journey in Paris, France.
Here more than any other city we visited, we
expected to encounter strong anti–American
sentiment, and here we were most surprised.
We met with Steve Springer and Jonathan
and Laura Clark, three of the several Baylor

missionaries in
France. Steve
Springer (‘67) and his
wife Barbara have
served as IMB mis-
sionaries for the past
23 years, first in the
Ivory Coast and then
in Paris. The three
noted that they have
never been treated
unfairly because they
are Americans; in
fact, they have found
that being American
has made their jobs
easier. The Parisians
to whom they minis-
ter have often been
more open to their
message because it
comes from an
American. We were
heartened to find that
these Americans in
Paris were successful-
ly developing com-
mon ground with
Europeans in the city
where we would least
expect to find it.

Immediately after Sept. 11 there was a
huge outpouring of support by the

French people for Americans. In fact liv-
ing here we had a number of our neigh-
bors and friends that are French who
made it intentional to come see us and
talk to us. To express their concern,
their anger, their outrage at the attack,
and their strong support. 

Steve Springer

continued on page 39

Sunset Louvre Museum in Paris, looking back towards the Arch de Triumph. The rider in the foreground is Louis XIV,
mounted on his trusty steed. Photograph by Cory Elliott.
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“I know the bus isn’t coming!”
“The bus certainly is coming, now put on your

gloves and get out there before you miss it!”
As I stormed out the door, I

said quite loudly for a nine-year
old talking back to her mother, “I
know the bus is not going to
come!”

In the cold gray October dawn,
I stood shivering in a foot of
snow, thinking, “ I know the bus
won’t come — surely!” Surely,
though, the yellow bird (school
buses are pretty similar the world
over) rounded the corner and
lumbered to a stop. In stark con-
trast to my shivering body, my
feet moved slowly up those black
rubber steps to the metal benches.
Then I was whisked away to day
two of third grade at the German
American Elementary School in
Nuremberg, Germany, a very long
way indeed from Fort Rucker,
Alabama.

My parents gave me my daily
pep talk: “You are so fortunate to
have the opportunity to learn
another language!” Okay, let them
sit in my desk two hours a day lis-
tening to some lady trying to
teach you to say, “Where is the
train station, please?” Then we’ll
see how great they think it is! 

Time passed. By the fifth grade,
at least the lessons were more interesting.
(I mean, how many times can you look at
flash cards of apples and colors?) Two
years later, just about the time I was acting
as a translator for my family, this seventh
grader was flown back to the Heart of
Texas.

Except for the occasional diversion at

parties, I found little use for the German lan-
guage in junior or senior high. Face it, it isn’t
even pretty, like French or Italian. And my par-
ents kept telling me how lucky I was to speak it.
Yeah, right! The hot summers and mild winters
(no more cold mornings at the bus stop, thanks)
flew by, and the college years arrived. This newly
minted Baylor Bear decided a course of study in
history would be most interesting. A side prod-
uct of those long ago years spent enveloped in an
area brimming with artifacts from a medieval
walled city within a city to the heart of the after-
math of World War II, a love for history is cer-
tainly a treasure I knew I owed to my military
childhood.

As I perused the Baylor catalog and its list of
core requirements for a Bachelor of Arts degree,
I finally found reason to be delighted: I could
speak another language — testing out! Yes, if I
could place out of two years of language, well, I
wouldn’t have to take any during college! The
good news was that I did test out, but then I also
discovered a third teaching field could be
acquired by taking only three classes in German.
So, amazingly, I found myself deciding to spend
three more semesters studying “the stuff ” — vol-
untarily. This was unbelievable, especially to my
parents who had listened to my litany of com-
plaints about the German language for so many
years.

That is how I found myself marching confi-
dently the first day of my freshman year from
Collins Hall to old Carroll Library to begin my
first collegiate language class.

“Guten Tag! Ich heiße Herr Burckhardt.” In
my naïveté, I thought I had this made! Little did
I know. Maybe I should have known, but I was a
freshman, after all. I found the use of actual text-
books quite an improvement over flash cards,
and I found the use of bad grammar is just as
abhorrent in German as it is in English. Things
are going to go swimmingly, I thought. Of
course I can speak German, I lived there! 

Legacies 
Thirty-five years of excell

By Deborah Smith Getterman

Chris Burckhardt (1933 – 1999) and Jochem
Burckhardt (1932 – 1996) were beloved, revered
professors of German at Baylor. Herr Burckhardt, a
Master Teacher, served as department chair in
Modern Foreign Languages for nine years. The
Burckhardts retired from Baylor in May, 1996. In
giving thanks for them, lines from a Shakespearean
sonnet express what countless faculty, former stu-
dents, and friends feel : “For thy sweet love remem-
b’red such wealth brings / That then I scorn to
change my state with kings.”
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Feeling very confident as I went to class
one crisp fall day shortly before finals that
semester, I saw Herr Burckhardt headed
toward class as well, his tall frame unmis-
takeable among the other scholars hurrying
here and there. “Fraulein, please come to
my office this afternoon!” I looked over my
shoulder. Me, I thought? Is he talking to
me? Those penetrating eyes were definitely
looking at me! “Ja, ja, Herr Doktor.”
Assuming I’m still alive, I thought to
myself.

Later as I waited patiently for Herr
Burckhardt, I tried to imagine what could
possibly be on his mind. Then I saw him
hurrying toward me with his long confident
gait, and suddenly I felt very small and very
afraid. I did know what the issue was.

“Fraulein, you have done quite well in
my class this semester. I understand you
used to live in Germany.”

“Yes, sir. I lived in Nuremberg.”
“Lovely city! Your test grades are all

excellent as are all of your oral exams,” Herr
Burckhardt responded.

“Yes, sir.” I trembled as I watched his
black eyes bore holes right in my forehead.

“How unfortunate that I am going to
have to fail you this semester!”
Stunned, I said, “What?”

“I’m going to have to fail you.”
“But professor,” I stammered, “I have

excellent scores as you just mentioned.”
Herr Burckhardt looked at me intently;

he rocked back in his chair and crossed
those long legs and just continued to stare
at me for several more seconds. I didn’t dare
to breathe. I couldn’t even imagine trying to
tell my parents I had failed German! He
spoke: “You’re a freshman, aren’t you?”

“Yes, sir.”
“Is that possibly why you thought the

hours in the language lab were optional?”

I sat in silence. I had no response. I had
planned to go the lab, I really had. I just got
busy. Besides, I had no problems with my
accent or with my conversation. I had lived
in Germany! I really had meant to go to the
language lab.

“Fraulein!” I jumped. “Fraulein, you have
two weeks of the semester left. If you will
come to this office every day for two hours
from now through the end of finals week
and work on the lab tapes with me or my
teaching assistant, I will consider passing
you.”

I exhaled. This was more of a reprieve
than I had the right to expect, but I was a
freshman after all.

“Herr Burckhardt, could I still make an
A?”

The little black glasses slipped all the
way to the end of the nose: “Auf
Wiedersehen, Fraulein!”

All those afternoons that I spent in that
office listening on a cassette tape to some
disembodied voices having pointless conver-
sations about Heidi’s Großmutter or Otto’s
auto saw me always in the company of Herr
Burckhardt. I never saw the teaching assis-
tant once. I truly didn’t know if Herr
Burckhardt even had a teaching assistant.

Another lesson I was receiving just as
clearly as the various pronunciations of the
umlaut was even more important for living
every day. Herr Burckhardt showed me
more clearly than anyone ever had: do not
think that you are so good at a particular
skill that you cannot improve, and do not
expect that the rules do not apply to you
because of your talent. But the biggest les-
son I learned that semester, that has served
as my memory of a wise man through all
the following years is this: Never ever think
that people do not deserve a second chance! 

Having survived the fall semester, as well

as the spring, I was an older and hopefully
wiser sophomore. Six other students and I
found ourselves seated in the classroom,
waiting for the professor to appear. Herr
Burckhardt rushed in somewhat breathless-
ly with glasses in hand, waving madly at us.
“Come with me, come with me, I’ve found
a room for us, and I’ll pick up your texts on
the way. Quickly now, as we only have an
hour and a half left.”

I doubt Herr Burckhardt would have
found a three–hour class, five days a week
long enough. We jumped up and rushed to
keep up with those long legs. We found
ourselves in a tiny room, not much more
than a closet really, but it was filled with
three overstuffed chairs and three swiveling
desk chairs, and we thought it was heaven.
The textbooks? Only one really, which we
shared and we worked together using
mimeographed sheets of text which we
translated and debated and discussed.

“Auf Deutsch,” of course! I found myself
thinking and dreaming in German. I found
myself having to switch my brain con-
sciously back to English following those
sessions in seminar. And I loved it; I loved
that language I had begun all those years
ago as a frightened 3rd grader on a cold
October morning. What were we so
immersed in? The writings of Johannes
Kepler in the original German from Herr
Burckhardt’s personal library. Again, the
even more important lesson I learned from
that teacher among teachers was the joy of
learning for the sake of learning. I am not a
scientist nor a philosopher, but those hours
spent with my fellow students being chal-
lenged beyond the limits of my abilities and
my beliefs were among the most exhilarat-
ing of my college experience.

of Baylor
lence, doing work that he loved with students and colleagues

continued on page 33
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If you should come this way on any weekday
morning, you will see a scene that never
changes, but never seems routine — students

hurry past on bike, on foot and on skateboard
down Fifth Street, some with cups of coffee in
hand, some looking through you as they chat
with black boxes held to their ears. A young man

on a small silver scooter
weaves his way slowly
among those heading to
Carroll Science and those
sauntering toward their
cars; he smiles while wav-
ing to a girl whose long
hair shines against her
bright jacket as she climbs
the stairs into Burleson.
Pushing off, he resumes
his silent, smooth glide,
seemingly sailing through
time, outside of time.

On such mornings, the
walk across the pedestrian
heart of the campus feels
European to me. But of
course only here will one
encounter trolleys painted
green and gold and side-
walks in front of Tidwell
chalked with “Jesus wept.
Is your God man enough
to cry?” or “Pink Tea at
Midnight — Be There.”
Here bricks have been
inscribed in honor of spe-
cial Baylor friends, events,
and professors. And love,
if not always in the air, is
at least under foot. A
brick I stepped on last

week reads, “Amy, Will You Marry Me? Ken.”
This is our beautiful, wonderful school.

Faculty, students, staff and administrators
breathe it anew each day as we look up at the
spires and down at the squirrels, then race to our
offices or classrooms.

Passing through the stained glass portal of
Burleson Hall, one senses the work of the
College of Arts and Sciences humming along.

The administrative staff and deans are evaluating
programs and personnel, deciding curriculum
matters, handling complex technology decisions,
managing crises, running committees and trying
to take care of our undergraduates in groups and
one-by-one. Even though the jobs are serious
and the pressures palpable, there is a tone of cor-
diality here. Academic integrity is ingrained in
the institution and service is a way of life.

Now in my eighth year as a member of the
College administrative team, I often feel, as the
British might say, that I’ve “fallen into a pot of
jam.” I’ve had the privilege of interacting with
countless students who were determined to max-
imize their educations, even while having to
overcome considerable hardship. Some have held
two jobs to pay for their courses, while others
can be found waiting tables as many as 40 hours
a week, just to make ends meet. Others inspire
us to rededicate some of our time to the better-
ment of society as they set an example of giving
many hours each week to public service or in
mission work within their churches.

On any given day a senior may stop by to tell
us the letter that was wanted has arrived: he has
passed the Foreign Service test, she has been
offered a position in Teach for America or with
the firm of her dreams. For others, the message
confirms the next step in their education —
medical or law school, seminary or a graduate
program in any of many fields.

Sipping coffee with a group of Honors stu-
dents who are energized by each other and by
the exhilaration of being smart and enrolled in
great classes, I feel overwhelmed with the good-
ness of these young men and women standing
before me and must check my cup to see whether
it is the mocha special I ordered or some grand
elixir of life.

All Baylor student stories do not, of course,
have happy endings. We grieve when tragedy
strikes our students as it did so painfully this
summer, or unexpected difficulties prevent their
continuing to study here. A student told me last
spring she was late to our meeting because she
had to drive home to Houston the night before
to take care of her siblings and her mother who
is ill — as she must do three times a week. More
students than we would want to believe are car-

Mornings at Baylor
By Elizabeth Vardaman
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rying sizable family burdens in other cities;
sometimes they cannot meet the terms of
their contracts here, while meeting the
terms of contracts far away.

Others are able to devote most hours of
every day toward their clear goals to
become capable, morally earnest young
leaders who will make a difference in the
state and national arenas. Last spring at the
conclusion of his second year of serving as
visiting diplomat in residence here,
Ambassador Charlie Hill from Yale
described the Baylor students with whom
he had worked this way:

“The Baylor students I have taught and
advised over the past couple of years with-
out doubt rank with students that I have
encountered at the most prestigious, top-
flight universities across the country. In
energy, character, and raw intelligence, they
can hold their own anywhere; and in their
dedication to living lives of service, faith
and changing the world for the better, they
may well be matchless.”

Hill is not alone in this assessment.
Every day one encounters faculty members
within and beyond the classroom who con-
tinue the tradition of investment in stu-
dents. For example, after a mock interview
to help prepare one of our students for a
national competition one evening last
spring, Dr. Mark Long looked across the
table at the impressive young man and pref-
aced his feedback by stating: “I must begin
by telling you the truth: you are one of my
heroes.” Then he gave a detailed evaluation
of the style and substance of the student’s
answers — interwoven with affirmations
that this student was capable of winning the
prestigious award if he prepared diligently
over the next few weeks. The student took
the words to heart — and subsequently won.

Faculty members are not the only ones
who value students. In the daily work of the
College, our staff deals with Administrative
Assistants who care, Financial Aid officers
who care, Cashiers who care, and Registrars
who care — as well as a host of other
Baylor personnel — all busy professionals
serving the university and going “the extra
mile” for our students. I’ve known staff
members to drive students to airports, pick
up groceries for them, or reach out in other
helpful ways.

Then one opens electronic and regular
mail and answers the phone with the real-

ization that, apparently, all of our former
students are thinking about us down here in
Waco. Amanda (an attorney in Dallas)
sends a picture of her new puppy, Bella.
Staley calls from the airport in Miami to
tell us he is leaving for Ecuador for two-
and-a-half years in the Peace Corp. Diane
from Atlanta, who owns her own flower
shop, sent word she would be coming to
town and hoped to take Dr. V. to lunch.
Donovan who studied at Hull, England,
was through town recently.

Beau, who is completing his master’s
degree at the Harvard Kennedy School, and
his wife, Allison, have lost a dear brother.
Wang Wei from China wants us to know
he has received a promotion in banking in
Virginia. Others send pictures of their
spouses and babies. Mari at Yale Medical
called to tell us she will be in residency at
Brown. Beth has accepted a full tuition
scholarship to Rice. Tim is starting his
Ph.D. at UCLA, and Laura who is com-
pleting her Ph.D. at UT Austin, has just
returned from South Africa and dropped by
to say hello, with a Botswana novel in her
pocket for me! 

Courtesy is still an important quality
among students and former students. They
do not take for granted Baylor’s care for
them. They write thank-you letters.
Undoubtedly, many faculty and staff mem-
bers believe as my husband and I do that
somewhere in the culture of Baylor some-
thing amazing happens, touching the lives
of those of us who work here as well as
those who study here. Whenever one of
those letters appears in our mail box, my
husband and I reminisce, re-reading notes
and shaking our heads in wonder at the
astounding students we have been privi-
leged to meet.

There is not space to describe the Cherry
Lecturers, or the fascinating presentation by
David Livingstone of Queens University in
Belfast, or the conversations with national
book award winner Barry Lopez, or the
David McCullough talk or the university-
wide focus on the history of Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein that took place before a
tremendous audience of attentive students,
while lightning and thunder added import
to every word! Suffice it to say, every week
at Baylor the calendar proves to be, as one
faculty member said, “an embarrassment of
riches.”

The College of Arts and Sciences sup-
ports many of these great performances
through committee efforts and in some
cases through financial backing. But the
College is also made up of people who are
the working engine that powers each ordi-
nary hour of meaningful encounter between
professors and students, day in and day out.
Under the leadership of Dean Daniel, all of
us aspire to make a difference in the lives of
our students. We encourage them to con-
front questions about their own identity,
callings, skills, and majors — Who am I?
Where am I going? Why did I sign up for
Japanese? 

And at the same time the academic units
ask them to ponder issues of their society
and citizenship — Who is my brother?
Why should I care about Africa? What am
I doing to help make the world a better
place? In addition, our students are learning
responsibility and the consequences of not
taking care of business — Where did I
leave my backpack? How could I be over-
drawn? What do you mean my classes have
been cancelled? 

We continue to believe that the College
where we are engaged can be both the ship
and the anchor for much that will be mean-
ingful in their lives. So we go forward amid
the buzz of morning duties, the call of stu-
dents to one another across the gardens,
bells ringing, the trill of mockingbirds, and
a gentle rain of small yellow leaves. Above
and beneath this gentle purr of sounds,
Baylor remains a special place. Even when a
summer of tragedy pitched us “past pitch of
grief,” our university rises anew, with God’s
help, this autumn morning.

We love our school and we believe in it
... not just because it is a serious, academic
place located on the banks of the Brazos
River, deep in the heart of Texas. No, there
is something else here. One cannot easily
define it, but as alumni have acknowledged
through the ages, one can sense it for a life-
time. Like the boy on a silver scooter
threading his way among his classmates,
that special something continues to glide
among us now as always, right down Fifth
Street — smiling, waving, and calling our
names.
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Student Profiles

Abby Morton
By Kirsten Escobar

“Baylor made me a person of reflection
who understands what it means to

be liberally-educated,” explains Abby
Morton. As she describes the significance
of her undergraduate years, phrases like “the
examined life,” “stimulating discussion,” and
“intellectual rigor” checker her prose and
understandably so. Morton double-majored
in history and political science, completed
the Honors Program, and participated in
the Baylor Interdisciplinary Core.

With plans to volunteer in Central
America for a year and then attend gradu-
ate school, Morton envisions a life of ser-
vice and teaching.

“I value my study in history, in the past
because it shows me how to pursue amelio-
rating the present,” she said.

Drawn to Baylor because of its size and
academic reputation, Morton remembers
fondly her first year: “Baylor is an easy
school to adjust to. It is oriented to draw
students in.” Dorm life, small group discus-
sions in the BIC, and her local church rank
among the most salient memories of her
first two years.

“I immediately found a church I loved
and that was willing to love me back,” she
explains. “Highland Baptist has been my
anchor.”

Active in church ministries as well as
organizations on campus, Morton con-
tributed to Welcome Week as a Min-Con
leader in addition to competing on Baylor’s
Model United Nations team.

A desire to benefit others led Morton to
volunteer innumerable hours to the BIC
learning community as an executive mem-
ber of the program’s Leadership Council;
further, Morton contributed to the learning
experience of underclassmen, holding review
sessions and tutorials for the first-year stu-
dents she mentored. One of 10 students
selected for her academic excellence and
good character, Morton worked as a Peer
Instructor in the BIC’s humanities course
sequence, World Cultures. Indeed, whether
helping students with their studies or plan-
ning the BIC Film Series, Morton offered
leadership, energy, and passion.

This passion inspired her to work with
Students for Social Justice, a grass-roots
movement for activism on the Baylor cam-
pus. Morton recalls that the BIC’s Social
World courses fueled this decision. Vividly,
she describes the weekend she spent in a
“poverty simulation” through Mission
Waco, a local ministry: “That was like being
shook by the shoulders. I knew odd statis-
tics and had vague notions about the dis-
proportionate distribution of goods, but it
forced me to confront a complete picture of
poverty. In turn, our class discussions forced
me to attempt to answer hard questions
about social justice.”

While Morton desires to be an agent of
change in her world, she also embraces
John Henry Newman’s assertion that
“knowledge is its own reward.” Delighting
in her Honors Program courses, she
remembers particularly the Honors
Colloquium. She derived great satisfaction
from these “naturally evolving conversa-
tions,” often more than three hours in
length, which, she explains, “focused on a
book that we each read and carefully pre-
pared for discussion.” Because of the excel-

lent quality of the professors and the texts,
she observes, Honors Colloquium was an
“extremely positive experience”—only sur-
passed by writing her Honors thesis under
the direction of Dr. Joan Supplee.

During Dr. Supplee’s Inter-American
Relations course, Morton developed her
thesis topic: the revolutionary efforts of
Latin America, particularly Nicaragua, to
achieve civil equality. Staggered by what she
calls revolution’s “promise of equality, with
no realization of these promises,” Morton
devoted two years to her research and writ-
ing. Committed now to work in Central
America, Morton will use her Baylor edu-
cation in demonstration of a great hope we
have for our students: academic excellence
shaped by the obligation to serve.

Ben Johnson
By Marla Pierson Lester

The most vivid moment of Ben
Johnson’s freshman year at Baylor

came not in the classroom or on an intra-
mural field – but in the lobby of North
Russell Hall.

The third day of school, Johnson was
playing the piano in the lobby – practicing
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and, he admits, trying to pick up girls –
when Bethanne Hill walked in. “She came
down in boxers, t–shirt and shower shoes
and interrupted my Billy Joel,” he recalls.

A piano performance major, she played
Happy Birthday for a friend in ways he had
never heard the song played before. They
talked, and she showed him to the rooms in
the music building where he’d heard he
could play. He listened to her practice. They
went to a dance.

He never looked for any other girls.
They married in November 2002, easily

the biggest achievement of Johnson’s college
years.

But plenty else was happening in the
meantime.

Drawn to Baylor by the University
Scholars program, Johnson savored the free-
dom of taking a wide range of classes in
fields from British history to church-state
studies and philosophy.

“I’ve taken four semesters of French, two
semesters of Latin, an independent reading
on the writings of Tolkien,” he noted.

He did other independent readings in
Russian history and in leadership, allowing
him a range of in-depth study.

History came easily to him, but he
focused on economics as well. “It’s some-
thing I enjoy, and I have to work at it to be
good,” he said.

Over cookies and juice with other stu-
dents in a Church-State studies class,
undergraduates talked about the need for a
journal that would publish their work and
allow them to start building a publications
record.

“I said, ‘Let’s do it,’” Johnson remembers.
Johnson worked with other students to

develop a budget, outline and vision and
took that to the dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences.

He became founder and editor-in-chief
of The Pulse, an undergraduate research
journal of the college, learning about every-
thing from putting together a budget to
editing submissions.

And he still found time for a host of
extracurricular activities.

“I’ve done Baylor yell leading. I’ve done
student government. I’ve done The Pulse,”
he said. “I’d go from cheerleading practice
home to finish reading for a graduate level
economics class,” Johnson said.

He tutored athletes, relishing the oppor-

tunity to meet students whose backgrounds
were vastly different from his. “I’m from the
suburbs of Atlanta, Georgia, and I’m tutor-
ing people from the inner city of Houston,”
he said. “I really enjoyed getting to know
and talk to and tutor people.”

Indeed as he speaks of independent stud-
ies and classes and courses, his academic
enthusiasm is evident, but when asked what
lessons he takes from Baylor he speaks of
relationships.

“Life is best spent surrounded by talent-
ed, caring people. Finding those people and
getting to know them is a richly rewarding
experience,” he said. Some of those were
professors, some students. “I met one at a
piano in North Russell Hall ...”

Divya Gunda
By Kirsten Escobar

Divya Gunda is what one might call a
well-rounded student. A history major

and a chemistry minor, Gunda also partici-
pates in the Honors program and has com-
pleted pre-med preparation to attend med-
ical school. Born in India, she now calls
Oklahoma City home. Working toward
graduating early from Baylor, Gunda is no
stranger to hard work.

Although she was drawn to Baylor for its
challenging and thorough pre-med program,
Gunda decided to major in history. “I wanted

a broad, extensive education,” she explains,
“and have always had an interest in history.”
Dr. Eric Rust, one of Gunda’s professors dur-
ing her freshman year, inspired her: “He is an
awesome lecturer and captivated the attention
of the entire class with his talks.” Mrs. Rachel
Moore also significantly influenced Gunda
during her first year of studies. In a Freshman
Year Seminar, a course in the Honors pro-
gram, Gunda remembers great novels, small
group discussions, class dinners, and attend-
ing theatrical and musical performances
together. Moore’s course created a learning
community for Gunda, one that she remem-
bers fondly. “It was so exciting,” she recalls,
“Mrs. Moore taught us self-expressive writ-
ing, something I did not get to do in high
school.”

Gunda is working on her Honors thesis
under the guidance of Rust. Combining her
interests in history and medicine, she is
examining outbreaks of cholera in 19th
century India. Gunda is interested in ana-
lyzing the response of the British authori-
ties to this public health crisis during impe-
rialism. Epidemics of cholera were most
prevalent between 1850 and 1914; Gunda’s
research will scrutinize both Britain’s domes-
tic and expatriate response during these
years. As she begins a semester of research
and writing, Gunda observes, “I am very
lucky to have Dr. Rust as my mentor.”

She views her thesis as a natural corollary
to her future. While she envisions herself in
family practice, she feels strongly pulled
toward international health care promotion.
She possesses the “desire to serve and treat
all kinds of people”—particularly those in
third-world countries. In fact, she is consid-
ering a master’s program in public health as
well as medical school. As long as she
remembers wanting to be a doctor, Gunda
has also been committed to working with
people without ready access to medical care.
This commitment to others, in fact, is fun-
damental to her vision of her professional
life.

At Baylor, she explains, “I have been
around people who are passionate about
what they do, who are hardworking, and
who care for the disadvantaged.” Gunda has
flourished in this environment. For her,
Baylor is “the professor-student relation-
ship” and a “close knit community” where,
she notes, “so many of my professors know
me so well” and encourage her success.
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Jason Gajerowitz
By Maggie Richardson

In a way, you could say that University
Scholar Jason Gajerowitz came to Baylor

University for green and found gold.
He entered Baylor planning to study law,

known as a highly lucrative profession. In
short order, however, he found his true pas-
sion in classical literature and languages.

A Latin class, taken to help him in his
law studies, set him on a different course. “I
liked it and did well in it,” he said, “so the
next year I gave Greek a whirl and really
came to love it.”

Dr. John Thorburn’s Honors symposium
on mythology and drama took Gajerowitz
further into the field. By the end of the
class, he had “absolutely fallen in love with
the classics.”

“Dr. Thorburn was one of the biggest
influences for me early on because he fos-
tered and respected my love of the classics,”
Gajerowitz fondly recalls. “The literature is
very interconnected, so it’s easy to relate
authors and their works to each other. It’s
actually a latticework of ideas and authors.”

He also gained support – and an inter-
esting perspective – from Dr. Antonios
Augoustakis, who is from Crete, home of
many of the most important antiquities. In
fact, the topic for Gajerowitz’s Honors pro-
ject actually grew from a conversation
between professor and student.

“We had been discussing Virgil’s Aenied
and the metal, gold,” he said, “talking about
how gold has an odd connotation in the
poem. Gold was very positive, powerful, the
top of the heap. But in the time of Emperor
Augustus, a lot of Romans were beginning
to question its validity as a positive value in
their culture. Virgil is cautious, patriotic,”
Gajerowitz said. “It would be hard to have
lived in a great nation without being patri-
otic, still he’s careful to evaluate the empire’s
role in light of other factors.”

Among the highlights of his Baylor
experience are invitations to read papers at
academic conferences, an opportunity rarely
afforded to undergraduates.

“This allowed me to get a head start in
the small academic classics community,”
Gajerowitz said. The close relationship he
had with his professors and other classics
students forged friendships and helped him
build networks that will carry him through
his career.

He advises others to seize their dreams.
“I did, and it really changed me. The closer
I came to graduation, the more apparent it
was that this was direction for my career.”
But without the support of his fiancée,
Baylor history major Carrie Roberts, clas-
sics might have become the road not taken.

“She deserves a lot of credit for her love
and support,” he said. When the two high
school sweethearts became engaged, he was
still planning to become an attorney.
“When I discovered the classics, she
encouraged me to follow my dream, even if
it was an unorthodox field,” Gajerowitz
said, and that took a lot of courage.

He graduated in May 2003 and moved
immediately to New York City. He is work-
ing on a doctorate in classic literature at
Columbia University, putting him another
step closer to his ultimate goal of being a
classics professor.

Kerry-Ann Williams
By Kirsten Escobar

Kerry-Ann Williams traveled a great dis-
tance — from her home in Jamaica —

to attend college in Waco, Texas. She gives
two reasons for choosing Baylor: the pre-med
program and “strong religious component.”

A biochemistry major, Williams will
begin her medical studies this fall at
Creighton University in Omaha and attrib-

utes her many successes at Baylor to her
“faith in God or God’s faithfulness to me.”
Williams chose Creighton because of its
emphasis on wellness and the treatment of
the “whole person”—which, she observes,
will simply build upon what she learned at
Baylor.

While leaning towards pediatrics, she is
open to other areas of medicine and looks
forward to her professional studies. Patient
care is her passion although she derived
great satisfaction from the research she con-
ducted under Dr. Christopher Kearney, who
directed her Honors thesis. Williams was
drawn to biochemistry and happily con-
cludes that it was the right major for her
career choice: “It was a good fit for me and
truly was the best decision for my future.”

In each of these pursuits, however,
Williams has benefited from family wis-
dom. “It was my dad,” she remembers, “who
said to me, ‘You should try this,’ when I was
thinking about the Honors program.” He
also said, she recollects, “If you start some-
thing, you should just finish it.” This advice
served Williams well. Although the pro-
gram is demanding, she concludes, “I am
glad and thankful to have seen it through.”
Williams came to Baylor looking for “a
challenge” and discovered not only academ-
ic rigor but also a learning community.

For example, Dr. Wade Rowatt’s fresh-
man year seminar in psychology was an
extraordinary experience. She wrote
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response papers arguing for or against top-
ics he raised in class. She also participated
in small group discussions—out of which
she developed close friendships. This sense
of community led to Williams’s active
involvement on the Honors Student
Advisory Council. With the Council, she
hosted a Spring Formal Dance and invited
the entire University. With great food and
music, who said Honors students don’t
know how to put down the books for a lit-
tle fun? 

One of Williams’s fondest memories
occurred in the Pat Neff bell tower with
Lynnette Geary. With obvious delight and
admiration, Williams described Geary’s
demonstration of the carillon for a group of
Honors students completing their junior-
year Colloquium. “She gave us a hands-on
learning experience,” Williams explains,
“which was amazing.” Indeed, Williams has
searched out “real life” learning. In addition
to research and a medical mission trip to
Mexico, she served on a College of Arts
and Sciences committee that was the high-
light of her senior year.

Invited by Dean Wallace Daniel,
Williams served on the Curriculum
Committee for the College, which gave her
“a better appreciation of the thoughtful
process that goes into developing what stu-
dents learn.” The faculty members’ hard
work “reinforced how much Baylor
University cares about the quality of its
education,” she states. In fact, Williams
developed an interest in teaching because of
this experience. Creighton University is
next for this talented young woman, but
with her drive for excellence other great
adventures are certainly in her future.

Kurt Conner
By Barbara Elmore

As National Merit Scholar Kurt Conner
heads for Harvard Law School, the

friends he’s made at Baylor offer some of
his most treasured memories.

And then there’s the knowledge of how
good he looks in green.

“Baylor was the only place I applied. I
wear a lot of green because it looks good on
me. I am a shallow person,” he claims with
a grin, adding that he also considered Notre
Dame, but it has cold winters and Waco
does not. That was a definite attraction.

More seriously, Conner says he got a
strong education fortified by many profes-
sors. He names two favorites — Dr. Tom
Hanks in English and Dr. Joan Supplee in
Latin American Studies.

“Dr. Hanks leads a classroom in a unique
way. It’s like a friendly version of the
Socratic method. Everyone participates, but
if you don’t know the answer, it’s OK.”

A Latin American Studies and Spanish
major, Conner took eight or nine classes
with Dr. Supplee and appreciates her his-
torically grounded views. “She has strong
opinions about the way the world works.
And she has a heart for Latin America.”

In Spanish, Conner describes himself as
“proficient but not brave,” though he, like
Supplee, has a heart for Latin America. He
has taken mission trips to Peru and worked
at a six-week Young Life camp in Costa
Rica during summer 2001. There he
learned to surf and made friends that he
remains in touch with. He speculates that
someday he might retire there.

In the meantime, he hopes he can help
Harvard Law beef up its Latin American
international program and return to Costa
Rica as part of a law student group.

Although his time at the Young Life
camp in Costa Rica ranks as one of his best
experiences, it pales in comparison to his
Young Life memories as a whole. He led
students in the international, non-denomi-
national Christian ministry at Lorena High

School for three years, and leaving behind
the students is difficult. Driving to Lorena
several times a week made him part of the
community and aided his ego, Conner says.
But he doesn’t mean that in the way one
might think. He recalls entering rooms
where no one knew him, no one welcomed
him and no one made him feel at home. It
gave him insight into how some students
might feel all the time. “It made me realize
that maybe I’m not as great as I thought I
was.”

Even factoring in the students who were
skeptical of him – “I’m not cool and I’m
totally OK with that,” – he says that of all
his university highlights, Young Life mat-
ters the most. “It has taken the most time,
caused the most scheduling problems and
stress. But Young Life matters forever. The
work you do, the friends you make — you
are different when you get out.”

Lila McDowell
By Kirsten Escobar

When Lila McDowell and her parents
visited Baylor for the first time, she

remembers, “we fell in love with the people.”
Baylor’s “people” will keep this Phi Beta
Kappa graduate at the University for a mas-
ter’s degree in Spanish with a concentration
in contemporary Latin American literature.

Dr. Guillermo García-Corales, who

Lila with her mentor,
Dr. Garcia-Corales
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directed McDowell’s Honors thesis, will
mentor her as a graduate student. “His tire-
less work ethic, authentic example of
Christian living and stewardship, and
whole-hearted enthusiasm for true research
have influenced me to pursue a career as a
scholar of Latin American literature,”
McDowell explains. Moreover, she affirms,
“He was the deciding factor in my decision
to stay at Baylor for a master’s degree.

Baylor’s “outstanding faculty members,”
she attests, “have challenged me and fueled
my curiosity, encouraging me to translate
that [intellectual inquisitiveness] into a
work ethic that integrates discipline, honor,
and the vision of a noble cause.” Her list of
inspiring professors is lengthy and concen-
trates in the humanities where, McDowell
observes, rests her passion.”

Although she came to Baylor with an
interest in law, her required foreign lan-
guage courses quickly became her favorite
classes and steered her toward a major in
Spanish. As she was making this decision,
McDowell recalls thinking about her goals
for her education: “How am I going to get
the most out of this? How do I make this
the best experience I can?” This desire con-
firmed McDowell’s participation in the
Honors program, which she completed with
distinction, and led to a perfect grade point
average, which enabled her to graduate
summa cum laude. She was also named an
Outstanding Student for Spring 2003 by
the University. Regarding these personal
honors, McDowell credits the professors
who have been her role models and whom
she hopes to emulate as a future academic
teaching and researching what she is pas-
sionate about.

While grateful for her academic achieve-
ments, McDowell values most the some-
what intangible benefits of a Baylor educa-
tion, such as the mentor-mentee relation-
ship and a “community of people who value
the pursuit of excellence.” She explains,
“Baylor has taught me the true value of
having an uplifting community of friends.”
An enthusiastic spirit, McDowell not only
actively participated in campus clubs and
events, but also she studied abroad in South
America for a summer and lived with an
Argentine family. This experience comple-
mented her participation in PAWS, People
Around the World Sharing, an internation-
al student support program. In addition to

PAWS, McDowell committed herself to
numerous honor societies but made her
most significant contribution to her sorority
Kappa Kappa Gamma. Serving in several
leadership positions, McDowell balanced
her intellectual development with her
extracurricular involvement in her sorority,
which she explains, allowed her “to thrive.”

“I realize that during my time at Baylor,”
McDowell reflects, “I have learned to think
critically and not merely accept what I
encounter, to listen and understand what I
hear, and to speak when compelled with
confidence and clarity.” These abilities now
fuel her desire for advanced degrees and a
career in academia. “As my undergraduate
experience culminates this year,” she
observes, “I begin a new phase of continued
scholarship on a more profound level,
enriched by Baylor’s atmosphere of pursu-
ing excellence within a Christian communi-
ty while reaching out to the world beyond.”
As a graduate student and “a Christian
woman who lives her faith out loud,” this
Baylor Homecoming Queen plans to do
just that.

Lissa Lubinski
By Barbara Elmore

When Lissa Lubinski told one of her
professors she was going to medical

school, his response was: “That’s great!
Doctors aren’t needed by anyone except the

majority of the world’s population.”
Not that she needed a shove to cement

her decision, but that kind of cheering on
helped her thrive at Baylor. That encourag-
ing professor was Dr. Marc Ellis, whom
Lubinski knows through one of her favorite
classes, “Hitler and the Holocaust.”
Interested in that era of history since she
was an adolescent, she eagerly signed on for
the class. “As a child, I didn’t understand
the political and religious importance of it.
I have a better perspective of all things that
led up to that level of genocide, and under-
stand that it could still happen.”

The class also proved to be a good envi-
ronment for discussions about faith with
her peers. The opportunity for such explo-
ration drew her to Baylor in the first place.
“I knew I wouldn’t be able to hide from
questions about faith and spirituality here,”
she notes.

Lubinski was also drawn by the challeng-
ing University Scholars Program and found
nothing else quite like it when researching
universities. Enrolling in the program
allowed her to design her own degree plan
with an adviser, and she chose courses that
helped her think outside of biology but were
relevant to the pursuit of a pre-medical edu-
cation. She leaves Baylor with a proficiency
in Spanish and a focus on medical humani-
ties, chemistry and biology.

Thanks to an Honors project encouraged
by Dr. Ben Pierce, she also takes with her a
better knowledge of research methods — as
well as a pretty thorough understanding of
roly-polies, tiny black crustaceans also
known as pill bugs. Her research revealed
that many of the bugs are females that
started life as males and changed gender
before they became adults.

She made this surprising discovery by
placing the rolled-up bugs on a dissecting
microscope and waiting patiently until they
unfurled their tiny bodies. While they wrig-
gled on their backs, she was able to look
through the microscope and quite easily
discern the sex.

“I chose that subject because I wanted to
see what scientific research is like,” says
Lubinski. As fascinating as the research
was, she also discovered that she prefers
interaction to lab work. Her goal after med-
ical school at the University of Minnesota
in Minneapolis is to be a doctor in places
where doctors are sorely needed — rural
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locales and impoverished city neighbor-
hoods. Instead of a specialty, she will focus
on the “bigger picture” of the primary care
physician. She wants to get to know the
patient, his family, his lifestyle, and become
his advocate for sound medical care.

Many of the important lessons Lubinski
learned were outside of a classroom. “I
learned the importance of knowing my own
voice and striving to listen to it and fulfill
my potential. I have the capacity to achieve
things. And my professors were such a
source of encouragement and inspiration.”

Marci Lynn
McCallister

Mandi Joy
McCallister

By Barbara Elmore

Twins Marci Lynn and Mandi Joy
McCallister face separation with equa-

nimity, as Mandi heads to Lubbock to get a
job and Marci stays in Waco to work at a
church camp, then plans to move where the
job market takes her.

“It’s time to be apart.” Mandi softens the
words with a grin at her nodding sister.
“We can still visit and have our fun week-
ends.”

Such separation is hard to envision. The
summa cum laude graduates haven’t dressed
alike in years, but they do finish each
other’s sentences, laugh at the mere men-
tion of a word or a name — like twin
brothers, Mike and Matt, who used to live
near them but moved away in the seventh
grade — and sometimes talk in unison.
Both are political science/environmental
studies majors, both liked the same profes-
sors, and both are seeking employment that
has something to do with the environment.
Although Mandi has been accepted into
Texas Tech University law school, she will
delay entrance for awhile and work instead.
Eventually she wants to be an environmen-
tal lawyer.

After the stint at summer camp, Marci
hopes that a job with the EPA in Dallas
comes her way. She would like to be an
environmental protection specialist or a
grant specialist. “I don’t feel old enough to

leave Baylor and I don’t feel old enough to
graduate and get a job,” she protests, smiling.

Mandi nods in agreement. “Getting
through in three years, you’re kind of like
‘What do I do now?’ ”

It’s their penchant for pushing themselves
that has put the twins in this dilemma.

Marci graduates with a perfect 4.0 and
Mandi is right behind her with a 3.97. She
jokes that graduating summa and being so
close to her sister’s score is one of the
“highlights” of her Baylor career.

The pair, who grew up in the West Texas
town of Wink, population 900, followed in
their mother Sandy’s footsteps to Baylor.
They developed their relationship with
Baylor during debate camps and summer
workshops. Other universities, notably Texas
A&M and Texas Tech accepted them, but a
lot of their schoolmates were going to those
places. They wanted to see new faces.

“I wanted trees,” adds Mandi. Wink has
only mesquite trees.

A mutual interest in the environment led
them to the environmental studies program.
Marci got the most interested in it when
she participated in a debate on global
warming. They got help from their father,
Larry, who works with an environmental
consulting firm.

It didn’t hurt that Dr. Larry Lehr, their
freshman adviser at Baylor, teaches in envi-
ronmental studies. “He is fun to be around,”
says Marci, while Mandi describes him as
“positive and upbeat.”

Another favorite of Mandi’s is Dr.
Richard Riley in the political science
department. “I took his environmental poli-
cy class and learned so much. He told jokes
you’d get only if you were listening closely.
He is a friend and a really nice guy.”

Tom Guu
By Maggie Richardson

“Amazing, awesome.” That’s how Tom
Guu, an honors biochemistry stu-

dent, describes the journey that took him
from his native Taiwan to Waco – with a
stopover in Central America.

In 1995, when he was 15, his family
moved to Belize, where he was plunged into
a totally different culture. Suddenly, he was
attending high school in a new country and
learning English. Four years later, Guu made
another cultural move — this time to Central
Texas, choosing Baylor over other universi-
ties. A scholarship influenced his decision,
but other factors were far more important.

Marci Mandi
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“My family is Christian, and that’s
unique in Asian society,” he said, “so I was
hoping to be able to find a good school,
that was also grounded in Christianity.” The
quality of the academics was equally critical
for Guu, who is the first in his family to
attend college. Baylor, with its faith-based
atmosphere and strong academics, proved to
be the perfect fit.

Dr. David Pennington played a key role in
Guu’s decision to attend Baylor and gave him
a hint of the student-based atmosphere of the
University. Most colleges responded to his
information requests by simply sending links
to their Web sites, but Pennington was dif-
ferent.

“Dr. Pennington sent page-long e-mails
— real letters to me — describing Baylor
and the Honors program,” Guu said. “I
could tell he really cared about me.” He
found a similar personal connection with all
of his professors. “They always made time to
share experiences and help me solve prob-
lems. They taught me how to really think.”

Among his favorites was calculus profes-
sor Dr. John Davis, “an outstanding profes-
sor who encourages students to take full
advantage of all possible resources. He
taught me to ask why things happen and to
analyze.”

Also getting high marks for his interest
in students was Dr. Carlos Manzanarez, a
professor of chemistry. “His class is really
tough,” Guu said, “but he cares if you learn.

He always encouraged us to come to his
office to ask questions.”

Biochemistry professor Dr. Mary
Trawick also inspired Guu. “She’s incredibly
smart,” he said. He asked her once why she
decided to teach. “She told me she wanted
to share her passion,” he said. “She has pas-
sion and compassion, and a generous caring
spirit.”

Guu’s Honors project grew out of a
research project he and Trawick conducted
on enzymatic inhibitors. “Enzymes often
work together to create links between pro-
teins, sometimes joining to form clots that
lead to heart attacks,” Guu said. “We were
exploring ways to develop inhibitors that
can keep these links from being established
or at least to lessen them.

The connection between biology and
chemistry is very powerful,” he said.
“Biochemists study different chemical reac-
tions that occur in the body.”

While most people see a simple ham-
burger, the biochemist also sees energy,
enzymes, and other compounds that work
together to build —  or even destroy — the
body.

Guu’s involvement in student organiza-
tions helped him adjust to a new culture
and forge strong friendships. “My friends
span the whole diverse spectrum of today’s
culture,” he said. “I met people from all
parts of America and other countries that
gave me a different perspective.”

In August 2003, Guu moved to
Houston, where he had a fellowship to
work on a doctorate in biochemistry at Rice
University. Part of the appeal of the pro-
gram was grounded in geography: He’s
grown to love Texas.

“It’s been an amazing, exciting journey,” he
said. “I hope that as I progress, I can reach
out to others, helping and sharing some of
my blessings and being an inspiration.”

Tyler Willis
By Marla Pierson Lester

Tyler Willis remembers the familiar
refrain from his mother: “Tyler, I think

you’re biting off more than you can chew.”
But the 23-year-old only seemed to take

more and more on even as she repeated
herself.

“Every time it was something bigger and
something harder,” he said. “I think not
having anything to do and not being chal-
lenged for me would be very boring. I
would much rather be challenged than to
breeze through.”

Willis finished Baylor with majors in
religion, classics and history and 183 hours
instead of the needed 124.

Where high school had been a quest for
a perfect six weeks — all 100s, no question
missed — at Baylor it was actually assimi-
lating the knowledge well that began to
matter to him.

“I’ve thrown myself against some things
that obviously I didn’t master completely,”
Willis said. “But I’ve learned a lot, and I
have some good tools at my disposal for the
future.”

When he came into Baylor, Willis knew
he eventually wanted a Ph.D. in religion.
He knew he needed to be fluent in lan-
guages of religious scholarship.

And, in typical Willis fashion, he decided
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that — since he wasn’t a language person —
he would start with Greek, which he’d heard
was the hardest, in his first year of college.

One day he walked into the professor’s
office for help with the material and walked
out an hour or so later a classics major —
convinced that this would be a tool for the
religion he longed to study.

“Through the years the rest of the
department has proved to me a background
in the Greek and Roman culture is not only
important, it’s almost necessary to have a
good understanding of Biblical culture,”
Willis said.

Other professors at Baylor shaped him as
well. “If there is one person I want to emu-

late in my future career, it’s Dr. Brackney,”
Willis says.

He saw religion professor William
Brackney take the material of church histo-
ry and make it enjoyable and lively for stu-
dents. “He made it applicable to our every-
day lives,” Willis said.

Then there was Alden Smith, chair of
the Department of Classics and known for
having tough classes. “But he has a tough
class that’s enjoyable,” Willis said. “He
opens up his office on Friday afternoons
from 2 to 5 — there are constantly students
and other professors wandering in and out
of his office area, always talking, always
having a good time.

“I think the main thing he showed me
was that scholarship can be fun, that teach-
ing can be fun.”

While Willis wrote drama sketches for
youth and served in leadership positions
with Youth Ministry Teams and Beta
Upsilon Chi, a Christian fraternity, his
reflections at graduation were about matur-
ing as a student.

“I learned that I don’t know enough,” he
said. “What I think I truly learned at Baylor
is that there is a vast amount of knowledge
out there, and it’s almost impossible to col-
late it into your mind.”

Legacy continued from page 23

Once again the semester was drawing to
a close and once again I saw Herr
Burckhardt hurrying toward me on a crisp
fall afternoon. “Fraulein Schmitt, come to
my office this afternoon please.”
Momentarily panicked, I thought, “I know
there are no problems in the lab this time!”
“Yes, Sir!”

“Fraulein, we are going to have a
German Club Christmas party at my home
at the end of term, and I thought you might
help get the word out.”

“But Herr Burckhardt, I don’t even
belong to the German Club!”

“I know,” he said. “You should. You
should come to meet some of your fellow
students and become involved in an activity
outside of your studies!” Three weeks later,
as I drove across town to the home of Herr
and Frau Burckhardt, I had no idea what to
expect. Frau Burckhardt opened the door
and welcomed me. I stepped into my child-
hood. German carols played on the stereo,
the aroma of gingerbread and kraut perme-
ated the house, and the Christmas tree
glowed with the lights of dozens of tiny
candles burning on the boughs of the real
pine tree. I spent a wonderful evening remi-
niscing in rather acceptable conversational
German about all those Christmases long
ago. We shared with each other our plans
for the future, and many of us reminisced
about our times in Deutschland. Yet again,
I received that evening possibly the most
important gift of the Christmas season
from my kind, brilliant and unpredictable

professor. In that home filled with holiday
spirit, surrounded by new friends, my men-
tor showed me that I loved German and
that I was greatly privileged to have had the
opportunity to learn that language.

People find many things in studying
languages at Baylor. Because of that profes-
sor who was able to see my needs beyond
the classroom, I found the value of my
childhood. I found my home.

Many years later, as a mother with chil-
dren in elementary school, I volunteered to
teach German two days a week in their
classes. I wondered if my old mentor would be willing to give me some help on
the best approach to use or if he would even remember me. As I knocked on his
office door in the beautiful new Draper building, I really wondered what to
expect. I shouldn’t have. Herr Burckhardt looked exactly the same, if slightly gray-
er. Same small glasses at the end of his nose, the sweater loosely draped over
rather thinner shoulders, and the same long legs. “Fraulein, come in, come in and
tell me about yourself and your family.” I filled him in quickly on the events of the
eight or ten years since I had last seen him and then told him about the real pur-
pose of my visit. 

“Well, why don’t you teach the little children the song we used to sing in
class?”

“You mean , ‘Mein Hut, der hat drei Ecken’”? 
“Yes, Exactly. ‘My Hat, It Has Three Corners’. It is a wonderful nursery song,

easy enough for beginners. Oh, and here is something else you may want to try.” 
He handed me a box he had been rummaging for as we spoke. “And now I

must get to my students.” 
I thanked him and made my way back to my car before I opened the box. What

did I find? Language lab tapes!

Deborah Getterman (BS 1978) and her husband, Holt, (BBA 77) are the parents of two sons.
Edward graduated in journalism (BA 2002) and Smith is a senior, majoring in history. Deborah
serves on the College of Arts and Sciences Advisory Committee and is an avid Baylor baseball fan.
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Dr. Jaime L. Diaz-Granados,
Associate Professor of Psychology,
Neuroscience, and Biomedical Studies 

Advice to a Young Scientist by Peter Medawar.
This book was given to me by my graduate
school mentor, Abram Amsel. It is a short read
but full of information for the aspiring scientist.
Dr. Medawar (Nobel Laureate for his work in

tissue transplantation)
speaks to a variety of top-
ics facing an individual
embarking on a scientific
career, including choosing
a research topic and the
ethics of scientific inquiry.
He also dispels many of
the stereotypes regarding
the worldview of scien-
tists. He succeeds at the
latter by stating that “sci-
entists are people” and
that there is no such thing
as the scientist, describing
them as a “collection as
various in temperament as
physicians, lawyers, cler-
gymen, or swimming pool
attendants.” As a young
graduate student I found
Medawar’s writings to be
thought-provoking and
informative. As an estab-
lished scientist, I have
found him to be correct.

One Hundred Years of
Solitude by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez. I have read this
book three times. I read it
in high school, in my
early 20s, and in my early

30s. The second time I read
it, I read it in the author’s language, Spanish.
Each time I read this book it held something
very different for me. The story of the Buendia
family and their village of Macondo, Colombia,
is full of comedy, tragedy, magical realism, reli-
gious symbolism, surrealism, and historical alle-
gory. The three generations of Buendia that
inhabit the village represent archetypes of human
nature with a common flaw, the inability to relate
to anything outside their village. I find the

lessons to be taken from this book to be both
timeless and ever changing with each subsequent
visit to Macondo.

It’s Not About the Bike by Lance Armstrong.
The title of this book summarizes the realization
that was thrust upon top cycling phenomenon
Lance Armstrong when he was struck with cancer
in 1996. The account of his diagnosis, treatment,
recovery, and training which eventually lead to his
winning the most grueling cycling event in the
world, the Tour de France, is inspiring. This book
is definitely not about the bike. It is about fear,
courage, perseverance, discipline, determination,
and faith. This book is a testimony to the strength
and reliance of the human spirit.

Dr. Diana Garland, Chair and
Professor, School of Social Work

Naming the Powers: The Language of Power 
in the New Testament; Engaging the Powers:
Discernment and Resistance in a World of
Domination; and Unmasking the Powers: The
Invisible Forces that Determine Human Existence,
all by Walter Wink. We live in a strange time
when the topic of evil is broached more in politi-
cal rhetoric than in the conversation of commu-
nities of faith. Wink provides a wonderful foun-
dation for Christian conversation about evil with
this trilogy. Not only does he provide a rigorous
and engaging discussion of evil, but he focuses
on systemic evil rather than personal wrongdo-
ing, organizations and social systems that
become forces of evil beyond the individuals who
inhabit them.

Acts of Compassion: Caring for Others and
Helping Ourselves by Robert Wuthnow.

Based on dozens of interviews and a major
national survey, the author explores the meaning
Americans give to their acts of voluntary service.
Volunteers have complex motives and languages
for describing their motivations for serving.
Wuthnow concludes that we must have a lan-
guage that allows us to explain to ourselves and
others why we are doing what we do. And in an
individualistic society, where caring is sometimes
seen as an abnormality, it becomes all the more
important to be able to give an account of our-
selves.

The Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster.
The author begins with the illustration of a
farmer who is helpless to grow grain but can only

Faculty Favorites: Books for the Journey
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provide the right conditions for grain to
grow. That is the way with the spiritual dis-
ciplines—they are a way of sowing to the
Spirit, of putting us where God can work
within us and transform us. This book pro-
vides a now-classic introduction to the
Christian disciplines. A more recent book is
also helpful: Practicing Our Faith: A Way of
Life for a Searching People by Dorothy C.
Bass.

Dr. Patricia Gravatt, Assistant
Professor of French, Modern
Foreign Languages

The Essays of Michael Montaigne has
accompanied my life since I discovered it at
age 14. I have been seduced, and still am,
by an author who speaks in the first person
about personal and intimate experiences,
thoughts and beliefs. The essays are like
walks taken with Montaigne during which
we converse and examine with the same
curiosity and skepticism all the facets of a
subject and share our conclusions.
Sometimes we agree, sometimes we dis-
agree. The important thing is not the
answer but to question and think about all
that makes man’s life, from psychology to
faith, from knowledge to ethics.

Le ravage des Syrtes bu Julien Gracq. I
usually do not like novels but this one (The
Opposing Shore, in English translation) is
an exception. The story is very simple. The
old town of Orsenna has been asleep for
three centuries even though it has been the-
oretically at war with Farghestan, the coun-
try situated on the opposite shore of the sea
of Syrtes. A young observer in the navy of
Orsenna, Aldo, devoured by an irresistible
impulse or guided by a mysterious fatality,
brings his ship close to the shore of the
enemy. This event awakens Orsenna, and
we can assume that it will also awaken the
war with Farghestan. For Gracq, and for
the reader, the most important thing is not
Aldo’s adventure but the strange and cloudy
atmosphere in which man lives, the “clair-
obscur,” the mystery of man’s life that
Gracq describes precisely and poetically.

The Cloud of Unknowing. The morning I
started to read this book for the first time, I
was not particularly seeking a mystical read-
ing, but the title of the book attracted me. I
soon discovered an inspiration and style

similar to the poetry of some mystics of the
Middle Ages. This book is the itinerary of a
soul that is longing for God even though it
knows that God resides beyond “the cloud
of unknowing.” It is also the confidence of a
soul that is willing to share the path of con-
templation. The author of this book is an
unknown mystic of the 14th century who
wrote in Middle English, but the impor-
tance and the beauty of the work create a
communion of spirits.

Dr. Larry Lyon, Dean, Graduate
School, Professor of Sociology

The Rise of the Meritocracy by Michael
Young and Harrison Bergeron by Kurt
Vonnegut. Since science fiction and social
stratification are long-time interests of
mine, two short works of science fiction
addressing inequality are on my list. Rise
may not be the best science fiction, but it is
excellent sociology that continues to be dis-
cussed today. Bergeron is an extremely well
written short work that makes simpler but
similar sociological points. Both imagine a
dystopian future in which the government
has made us all “equal.”

The Rise of Christianity by Baylor’s own
Rodney Stark is now on my list. To critics
of my discipline, I often present this book
as an example of how sociology can be lib-
erated from jargon, can address important
historical issues, can challenge conventional
wisdom, and can force an uncomfortable
but ultimately reaffirming examination of
our basic convictions. Sociology does not
get much better than this, and Stark’s pres-
ence on our campus is testament to Baylor
2012.

Consilience by E. O. Wilson. Finally, I
recommend a book that challenges almost
every belief I hold dear as a sociologist and
Christian. Consilience is an intellectual tour
de force that takes the Enlightenment to its
modern, logical extreme. There’s not much
room for the humanities, the social sciences,
or religion in this back-sliding Baptist’s
proposed synthesis of knowledge. If, like
me, you think human belief and behavior
are not ultimately reducible to our genes,
this controversial book will allow a disquiet-
ing debate with one of the finest minds of
our time.

Dr. Lizbeth Souza-Fuertes,
Associate Professor of Spanish
and Portuguese, Modern Foreign
Languages

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara
Kingsolver. Kingsolver writes about an
American missionary family that goes to
the Congo (Democratic Republic) to preach
God’s word. The background portrays the
process of independence in Africa while it
is also a critical view of European and
American neo-colonialism, highlighting the
situation of total dependence of poor coun-
tries and the effect this has had in the
world to this day. At the same time, it
reveals an original and courageous perspec-
tive of evangelistic efforts in Africa. This is
a “must read” I would put on any reading
list.

European Literature and the Latin Middle
Ages by Ernst Robert Curtius. First pub-
lished in Germany in 1948, this is an
exceptional study on the evolution of litera-
ture as well as an interpretation of western
culture. It studies western culture as a
process that originated in the classics and
extends to our current days in a develop-
mental approach that can be understood
only through its key element: Latin. The
underlying theme is Curtius’ concern for
the future of Western Civilization.

The Dispute of the New World: The History
of a Polemic, 1750-1900 by Antonello
Gerbi. First published in 1955 in Italy, this
is a summary of ideas that refers to Latin
America and, above all, it is an attempt to
establish the difficult task of creating a rela-
tionship between two worlds: Europe and
Latin America. The result is the contribu-
tion of essential information that allows one
to understand not only Latin America, but
also the excesses and mistakes that were
made by European thinkers when they tried
to interpret a reality that was very distant
from their own.
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“The Allbritton Art Institute provides a new
way to communicate art to students,” said
Courtney Gearhart (BA ‘01). “The Institute con-
nects students to art on a personal level.”

Gearhart, assistant registrar for the Museum
of Fine Arts in Houston, always knew what she
wanted to be when she grew up. Influencing her

decision was a reading
of E.L. Konigsburg’s
From the Mixed-up
Files of Mrs. Basil E.
Frankweiler, as a fifth-
grader. The main char-
acters run away to live in
the Metropolitan
Museum of Art and end
up solving a mystery
about a new sculpture.

“I too wanted to live
in a museum!” Gearhart
said. So as a youngster,
she planned her educa-
tion with one goal in
mind — to work in an
art museum. Courtney
believes that her expe-
rience in the Allbritton
Art Institute (AAI)
helped make her dream
become reality.

The Institute is the
vision of Joe (LL.B ‘49)
and Barbie Allbritton,
whose gift established
the program within the
Department of Art in
1997. “The Allbrittons
desired to promote the
appreciation and com-
prehensive study of the
artists and art move-
ments of the 19th and

20th centuries,”

Professor John McClanahan, chair of the art
department and director of the AAI, said. “Their
generosity helps students gain a broader sense of
the world through art history and understand
that art is a medium that provides connections.”

McClanahan said that the AAI provides funds
to support faculty member Dr. Karen Pope, lec-
turer of art history. She provides expertise in
19th century art, complementing the efforts of
Dr. Janice McCullagh, senior faculty member of
the AAI and associate professor of art history,
whose expertise is 20th century art.

“In addition to enhancing course offerings,
the Allbrittons’ gift has increased Baylor’s library
holdings significantly in 19th and 20th century
art, a resource for student and faculty research,”
Pope said. “Their gift also supports our annual
symposium featuring distinguished scholars from
the United States and abroad, influencing the
Baylor and Waco communities.”

The Allbrittons’ gift provides a distinctive
program element. Students enrolled in AAI
classes who maintain certain grade requirements
may participate in Institute-sponsored travel,
gaining direct exposure to important collections
and special art exhibitions of the 19th and 20th
centuries. McCullagh and Pope design the trips
around rigorous student research projects and
have visited destinations in Philadelphia,
Chicago, New York and Paris.

“Students make the leap from viewing slides
to connecting to actual works of art,” Gearhart
said. “I researched the works of Fauvist Raoul
Dufy, known for using dramatic colors through-
out his paintings. He used a deep rich turquoise
in his sunsets, a color seldom seen in the bright
orange, purple and pink sunsets in Waco. I didn’t
understand his use of that color, until I stood on
a balcony in Nice, Italy, overlooking the Côte
D’Azur, at sunset. Dufy used that color, because
he saw that color. I finally understood his paint-
ings in a way I never could have by viewing a
slide, photograph or the sunset in Waco.”

The Allbritton Art Institute:
Connecting Students to the World Through Art

Students on an Allbritton Art Institute trip pose in front of the Paris
Opéra, located in the heart of “new Paris.” Now a landmark known as
Opéra Garnier, its construction began during the Second Empire and
was completed in 1874 (architect, Charles Garnier). Degas, Manet
and the society of the Impressionist era (1870-80s) attended ballet,
opera, and symphony performances there and found subjects for their
depictions of French modern life. Students studied Impressionism and
Post-Impressionism and toured the Opéra as part of an extensive
walking tour of the Europe Quarter and the “new Paris.”
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Classics chairperson Dr. Alden Smith won the
American Philological Association Award for
Outstanding Teaching.

Religion professor Dr. Joel Burnett received a
Junior Scholar Award from the Southwest
Commission on Religious Studies.

Social Work professor Dr. Isaac R. Guskuma was
chosen Social Worker of the Year by the National
Association of Social Workers, Texas Chapter.

University Professor of Theology and Literature
Dr. Ralph Wood was named a Distinguished
Alumnus of Texas A&M University, Commerce.

English Professor Emerita Ann Miller was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters.

English lecturer Rachel Moore was named 2003
Piper Professor by the Minnie Stevens Piper
Foundation in San Antonio.

English professor Dr. William V. Davis won a
fellowship in poetry from the Writers’ League of
Texas, an award funded by the Texas Commission
on the Arts.

Chemistry professor Dr. Kevin G. Pinney
received the Outstanding Faculty Award for
Scholarship at May 2003 commencement. Dr.
Pinney also secured a $250,000 grant from
OXiGENE, Inc., Watertown, Massachusetts, for
research in vascular-targeting agents. The National
Cancer Institute selected one of Dr. Pinney’s anti-
cancer compounds, Oxi-6197, for pre-clinical and
pharmacology studies.

Dr. John M. Davis of the Mathematics depart-
ment received the Outstanding Faculty Award for
Teaching at May 2003 commencement.

Mathematics professor Dr. Johnny Henderson
was honored at the March 2002 meeting of the
Southeastern Section of the Mathematical
Association of America for distinguished teaching.

Church-State Studies professor Dr. Derek Davis
received a $15,000 grant from the U.S. State
Department to host 25 Russian scholars and reli-
gious leaders on the Baylor campus as part of the
Russian Leadership Program.

Six Art professors won awards at juried competi-
tions this year:

Professor Robbie Barber, Best in Show, Art
Center, Waco, Texas;

Professor Susan Dunkerley, Award of Merit,
South Shore Art Center, Cohasset, Massachusetts;

Professor Berry Klingman, First Place Purchase
Award, Concordia University, Austin, Texas;

Professor and Ceramist-in-Residence Paul
McCoy, Best of Show, Gorham, Maine;

Dr. Mary Ruth Smith, Award of Merit,
Houston Center for Contemporary Crafts,
Houston, Texas;

Professor Terry Roller, Special Recognition
Award, Period Gallery, Omaha, Nebraska.

French professor Dr. Richard Durán was select-
ed as an American Council of Education Fellow for
2003 – 2004.

Other Notable Awards and Distinctions

Faculty Publications
A Sample of Recent Faculty Publications in the College of Arts and Sciences 
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But in the Danilov Monastery that summer
afternoon, it was not the aspirations for
connection to the outside world that I
found most impressive and surprising.
Rather, it was the struggle to recover and to
build on Russia’s own traditions and its own
culture that contrasted sharply with the
Russia I had known as a student. In 1969-
70, the Party focused almost totally on
“rewriting” or destroying the past and
building a “new society.” Presently, one sees
movement in a much different direction,
and the Danilov Monastery brings it out
forcefully.

The effort to revitalize
and rebuild from older
traditions does not appear
to be nostalgia or recovery
for its own sake. The
attempt aims at
rediscovering the past in
order to build from that
foundation, rather than to
obliterate it as the
Communists had tried to
do. More than 120 years
ago, Dostoevsky wrote
that Russia “no longer
needed to go to Europe to
discover the ancient rocks
but should look within its
own heritage for those
ancient rocks and to build
on them.” In 2003, the
process is well underway.

Rediscovering this storehouse of
memories, traditions, and sacred images is a
theme that strongly marks present-day
Russia. The past had severe problems of
poverty, violence, and lack of opportunity
that must be overcome. But, as Russia’s
greatest twentieth-century historian, D. S.
Likhachev, also has reminded us, the
storehouse contains a wellspring of beauty,
creativity, and compassion for others on
which the future might be constructed.

Such a wellspring might be seen in many
different places. It is visible in the great
treasure houses of Russian art to be found
in the Tret’iakov gallery in Moscow and in
the Russian museum in St. Petersburg. It
may be observed in the famous “ring cities”
of Vladimir — Suzdal in the provinces, to
the north of Moscow, where the brilliant art

of wood craftsmanship is rapidly being
restored. The wellspring is evident in some
of Russia’s monasteries. “Nowhere in
Western Europe have I seen the liturgy
performed as powerfully as here,”
commented Peter Berger after participating
in the service at the Aleksander-Nevsky
monastery in St. Petersburg this summer.
The sense of hope expressed there appears
also elsewhere.

It is still much too early to predict the
outcome of the drama presently evolving in
Russia. Whether the results will be a civil
and democratic society or an authoritarian
one remains uncertain. But given Russia’s
central location in the heartland of Europe

and Asia and its historic role in global
affairs, the outcome will be of great
importance to the United States. The
conference in Washington next spring, in
which Baylor will participate, is testimony
to that fact.

The world is much different from the
world of 34 years ago, profoundly different
in its physical relationships and its alliances.
There is a compelling demand in this
country for a better understanding of these
changes than we presently have. “The
global transformations of the last decade
have created an unparalleled need in the
United States for expanded international
knowledge and skills,” states a recently
released report of the American Council of
Education and 33 higher-education groups.
Citing a “dangerous shortfall [in the United

States] of individuals with global
competence,” the report urges a greatly
increased emphasis on language training
and international study.

As I think back over my own academic
experience, I recall with gratitude how
strongly international study has been a part
of this experience. The year I spent in
Moscow as a graduate student greatly
shaped and enlarged my view of the world,
and I have drawn constantly from it for
inspiration, for guidance, and for context in
understanding my own country and its
values. I would hope our students have
similar opportunities.

Looking at our own academic programs
at Baylor University, I see
much that offers hope
and possibility, for
understanding the present
struggle taking place in
Russia and the vast
transformation much of
the world is undergoing.
The University’s language
programs are extremely
strong. Baylor’s study
abroad programs already
rank among the nation’s
elite in their popularity
and their breadth of
coverage. Our faculty and
students have long held a
passionate and serious
interest in the world, and
the Beall-Russell, Laura
Blanche Jackson, Charles

E. Edmondson Lecture Series and the
President’s Forum last fall offer strong
evidence of that interest.

These emphases attest to Baylor’s
historic commitment to seeing the world as
interconnected and to providing our faculty
and students opportunities to participate in
the larger global framework.

As I reflect on the story unfolding in
Russia and the part Baylor will take in the
conference next spring in Washington, I
find both of them compelling. There is
much reason for hope in Russia’s
development toward democracy, and there
is much reason to be grateful for Baylor’s
investment in both bringing the world to
our students and enabling our students and
faculty to reach out worldwide.

Russia continued from page 13

Participants in the Danilov Monastery Meeting: Left to right, Dr. Wallace Daniel,
Professor Zukov, Professor Mikhail Chedlov, Dr. Christopher Marsh, Father Vsevolod
Chaplin, Dr. Gregorii Kliucherov, Dr. Peter Berger. P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  D A N I E L
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By the time we dragged ourselves
aboard the plane at Charles de
Gaulle airport on June 9, both of us
were exhausted. In two weeks, we
had never stayed in any city more
than 48 hours, we had completed
almost two dozen train rides, and we
had recorded over 26 hours of inter-
views. As the plane climbed high
above the streets of Paris, we pulled
out a legal pad to start jotting down
our reflections for this article. It did
not take long to realize that the
attempt to synthesize our findings
into a coherent account of
trans–Atlantic relations would be
frustratingly difficult.

How could we reconcile the smil-
ing assertions that Europe’s goodwill
towards the U.S. remained unfazed
with the unnerving signs of growing
discord across the European conti-
nent? How could we bring the
Brown family’s experience into line
with that of the Springers? And what of our
own experiences with Europeans? Not once
in our two weeks was anti-American anger
directed at us — but never in those two
weeks could we escape the sense that even
passing strangers understood us as being
fundamentally distant from them. We did
not have to speak the language to see that
others harbored certain expectations of us as
Americans.

After several halting attempts to form
conclusions, we lapsed into silence and
stared out the window at the European
landscape that spread below us. From this
bird’s eye view, the French countryside
looked no different than the sights we
might have observed traveling over any
number of states back home. Flying up
among the clouds, the trans-Atlantic rift
hardly seemed so great or unbridgeable. All
in all, we had found Europe far less foreign
than we had expected — and therein lies
the source of the conundrum that obscured
our attempts at drawing conclusions.

From MTV, to Starbucks, to
McDonalds, everywhere we had gone,
America had preceded us. Every European

we met shared with us not just a few isolat-
ed relics of Americana but rather a wide
slice of the American experience. They had
worn our clothes, read our books, watched
our movies, eaten our food, and a great
many of them had traveled in our home
towns. Democracy in the United States had
paved the way for democracy in Europe.
Our soldiers had helped them fight and win
their wars, and our diplomats had helped
them to rebuild their countries. On the
whole, they knew us far better than we
knew them.

Given the intimacy of the trans-Atlantic
relationship and the homogeneity of our
common interests, the row over Iraq was a
most startling disagreement. Europeans,
having long felt a strong affinity for and
with the American people, have been great-
ly disturbed in the last year to find that
their voice has meant so little to us when it
came time to go to war. They have under-
stood themselves to be stakeholders in the
fortunes of the United States, and they are
increasingly surprised to find us deaf to
their concerns. As long as they sense that
the Americans do not hear them, the louder

and more unified their discontent
will grow.

The central problem of the
trans–Atlantic rift is not one of anti-
Americanism, but rather a question
of ownership of the American identi-
ty. Americanisms — whether they be
McDonalds, Starbucks, and the GAP
or democracy, the United Nations,
and the military protection of the
“free world” — may trace their roots
to our home soil, but the rest of the
world feels that it owns a fair share
of them, too. And for Europeans the
great fear is that the country that has
shared so much across the Atlantic is
suddenly ready to reclaim all of its
Americanisms as solely its own.

The persistent sense of distance
that we felt in our dealings with
Europeans during our trip was not the

result of some negative expectations they
harbored against us, but rather the weariness
of a people who were not sure what to expect
from us. That uneasy feeling trailed us across
the continent.

The damage caused by the
trans–Atlantic rift is very real, to be sure,
but it is not irreversible. The United States
stands at a critical juncture, and Europeans
are watching to see how we handle it. They
want to know if they still mean something
to us before they decide if we must now
mean something different to them. The
Baylor alumni with whom we met during
our trip are among our country’s most
important emissaries. They are poised to
help heal the divisions between their home
and host countries — not so much with the
words they say, but rather with their charity,
openness, and willingness to learn. These
can prove to Europeans that our country is
still willing to share itself with them. Let
the politicians, newsmen, and academics
wring their hands over how to heal the
trans–Atlantic rift. Our Baylor grads and
others like them are quietly building their
own bridge.

BU in EU 
continued from page 21

John Kent and Cory Elliott are May 2003
graduates of the College of Arts and Sciences.
Kent, a University Scholar major, works at the
First Amendment Center in Arlington,
Virginia. In fall 2004, he will begin graduate
study at Yale University. Elliott, a Classics
major, is pursuing a Masters in Classical
Studies at the University of Vermont.
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gnosticism where we are called to eschew everything that’s earthly.”
Loughridge recalls Paul’s efforts to explain the Christian faith to

the Athenians at the meeting of the Areopagus. “I believe we are
called to a life before our everlasting life and to engagement with the
culture that frames it. In that respect, I’m drawn to Paul when he says
this is another arena where I have to make my faith relevant to the
people and the culture in which I find myself.”

which is very stiff — that I would meet
once I left. I had scores of other excellent
English professors who also helped me
think analytically and write succinctly. I owe
them more than they will ever realize.”
Vilade’s professors became his mentors. He
added, “We keep in close contact to this day,
and consult each other on new ideas and
developments in both education and indus-
try.” This sentiment was echoed by the oth-
ers, and the group specifically wished to
thank Baylor professors Dr. Corey
Carbonara, Dr. Michael Korpi, Professor
Brian Elliot, Dr. James Vardaman, Dr.
Stuart Rosenbaum, and all the professors in
the journalism department.

Of the cultural offerings at Baylor,
Rietvelt emphasized the Baylor in
Maastricht semester-long, study abroad
experience, saying it “afforded me the
chance to travel and study, and with both, I
gained new appreciation for going off the
beaten path and through the back door . . .
There are so many skills I either developed
or gained, and little and big lessons I
learned, that hold true today.” For Presley
the great cultural experience was the Beall
Poetry Festival, “We students and alums
should give a hearty ‘thank you!’ to Mrs.
Ball for support of this program every year.
Thanks to the festival, when someone
speaks about Yusef Komunyakaa, I not only
can participate but comment on what it was
like to see him read. Also the writing con-
test was a really important outlet for me as
it was the first encouragement that I ever
received that I might be a decent writer
someday.”

Of the deep friendships made while at
Baylor, McCracken remarked, “There is a
formal alumni group in New York, but there
are so many Baylor grads in my circle of
friends, I have not sought out the formal
group. I did the Baylor in Maastricht pro-
gram my junior year, and a lot of us from
that program have ended up in New York.
When I go to parties and events, it's not
uncommon to see a half dozen friends from
Baylor. One of us always has news about
Waco, so that way we all stay informed.”
Rietvelt said of her Baylor friendships, “We
celebrate birthdays and holidays together as
well as the everyday.

We have comforted each other in the
deaths of family members and during other
difficult times, and cheered for each other's
successes — passing the bar, getting a new
job, leaving an old job, celebrating a marriage.
We have expanded our Baylor circle to
include new friends. We really do rely on
each other, and I know my time in this city
would not have been the same without
them.”

This fall, the Baylor in
New York program, led
by Dr. Joe Kickasola,
Assistant Professor of
Communication Studies,
will introduce many more
Baylor students to both
the mystery of New York
and the mentoring, cul-
tural opportunities and
community necessary for
their success in the major
industry of the city.
Offering communication
students an immersive

educational experience in America’s cultural
capital, students will study topics like Art
and the Moving Image, Communication
and Culture, Electronic Culture, and Faith
and Contemporary Media, taught by
Kickasola and supplemented by experts in
the field. In conjunction with their academ-
ic work, the students will complete hands-
on internships with major communications
firms like ESPN, NBC, MTV and
American Movie Classics. As part of the
semester–long program, the students will
live in community at Lamb’s Church and
Theater and take part in many of New York
City’s cultural opportunities.

Vilade, Presley, Rietvelt and McCracken
are applying the virtues, values, knowledge
and skills of their Arts and Sciences degrees
to the real working world of New York
City. Following in their footsteps, the
Baylor in New York program may well
ensure that more and more students experi-
ence the detective story of the city not as
vast, impersonal and merciless, but as some-
thing truly lovely and noble.

New York continued from page 15

Washington, D.C. continued from page 17

Jerome Loughridge



community centers for students and faculty

in ways that our present facilities cannot be.

Providing this community — for conversa-

tion, for teaching, for collaboration — will

speak to the heart of what is meant by

learning communities. The new science

building will be a spectacular facility. By its

design and by the commitment of resources,

it is inconceivable without the 2012 Vision.

In our own academic programs, there is

much that offers hope and possibility, for

understanding the vast transformation

much of the world is undergoing. The

University’s language programs are extreme-

ly strong, as they must be. In the College,

they have been one of our most important

resource commitments. In addition, Baylor’s

study abroad programs rank among the

nation’s elite in their popularity and their

breadth of coverage. This university

presently ranks second among doctoral-

granting institutions in the United States in

our number of study abroad participants.

We aspire to build further strength in cer-

tain targeted areas, and the plans are well

underway, namely in the Middle East,

Russia, China, and possibly Latin America.

These are significant initiatives and we

must find ways to carry them forward. They

are important for our students and faculty,

and they also speak to some of the most

compelling needs of this country.

❦

Undergraduate teaching lies at the heart

of our university. Grounded in our own her-

itage and traditions, such teaching does not

turn inward but moves outward, draws from

and contributes to the world of scholarship,

cultivates the life of the mind, sees learning

as an adventure, and is open always to dis-

covery, embracing the beauty and mystery

of creation.

❦

If I may now end on a personal word:

The College must always nourish the prin-

ciples of free inquiry and also of community.

The principle of free inquiry is constantly in

danger of attack from those who fear where

it will lead, who want to place boundaries

on it, and want to limit it. It is that freedom

of inquiry that lies at the core of a liberal

education, that aims to free the individual

from prejudice and dogmatism, that liber-

ates the mind to become the best that it is

capable, that enables the mind to hear its

calling, and that professors who came before

us greatly nourished at this University.

It is equally important that we come

together as a community — a community

that is respectful of each other, a community

that embraces both its differences and its

commonalities. It must be a community that

is slow to anger, refrains from casting stones,

refuses to demonize those who are in dis-

agreement, welcomes constructive criticism,

and is respectful of and encourages different

views. It is a community that sets the highest

standards for itself, a community that hon-

ors this University — those who came

before and those who will come after. It is a

community that comes together, as it must

do — for the sake of its students and for the

sake of preserving the qualities that make

this University unique and life giving.

Wallace L. Daniel
College of Arts and Sciences
Baylor University

PO Box 97344
Waco, TX 76798-7344
(254) 710-3361
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Change Service Requested

Forensic Science has roughly 425 forensic science and pre-
forensic science majors enrolled this year in addition to over
70 anthropology majors. I have yet to meet a student who has
not expressed interest in working in the laboratory or being
involved in forensic case work. To meet this need, last year I
began to establish a program at Baylor that has provided a way
to include students in both research and humanitarian work. 

I am currently coordinating with other Baylor faculty mem-
bers, faculty at other universities, law enforcement, and med-
ical examiner’s offices to help with the identification process of
illegal immigrants who die crossing from Mexico into the
United States. Between 1999 and 2002, there were 900 report-
ed deaths, and 44 percent of these individuals were not identi-
fied before being buried in typically unmarked graves.
Essentially, their identities are lost. What we hope to do is to
develop a database of information on each of these individuals,
including their age, sex, ethnicity, stature, and mtDNA
sequence, which will be accessible and searchable through the

internet to law enforcement
agencies, to consulates rep-
resenting countries that have
missing immigrants, and
most importantly, to families
searching for their loved
ones. 

Last spring, senior bioinformatics students wrote prototype
databases for this valuable and significant work. The students
did an excellent job. I am thrilled to have a hands-on way to
teach students research design and scientific application. The
ancillary education they are receiving is equally valuable as
our students are learning about people living in cultures much
less affluent than their own. More importantly, they are learn-
ing that there are major human rights issues right in their own
backyards and that they have the skills and the abilities to
make a difference in the world.

— Lori Baker

Lori Baker




