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Exciting progress is being made on Baylor’s

proposed new science facility. The 200,000-

square-foot building will link existing science

structures, Sid Richardson and Marrs McLean,

in the heart of campus. One of the many excit-

ing features will be a multistory atrium and

open space where students and faculty can

gather for conversation, study, and the

exchange of ideas.

With 98 percent of Baylor students taking at

least one science course, almost every student at

the University will have a chance to benefit

from the  facility. For science majors, whether

they are involved in one of several proposed

interdisciplinary fields or in prehealth and sci-

ence programs for which Baylor already has

established a tradition of excellence, the new

complex will offer  inquiry-based learning, nur-

ture critical thinking, and facilitate proactive

research.
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The Call of



As I write you, we are completing an academ-
ic year in which there have been many accom-
plishments. The College of Arts and Sciences
increased support for faculty with research pro-
jects closely related to classroom teaching and to
students. Believing that we must make a strong
effort to connect the classroom to the world, we
expanded student opportunities for internships,
research, and practical learning experiences. We
began to explore new ways to ensure that stu-
dents learn to communicate effectively in oral
and especially written forms. The development
of a five-year Strategic Plan for Capital Needs,
including major technology resources, ranked
among our top priorities and achievements.

We continued to strengthen our freshman
seminars, Honors Program, grant writing, and
national and international scholarship programs
for students. The creation of a new science facil-
ity is crucial to the future well being of the
College; plans were completed for the project,
and we will be working hard with President
Robert B. Sloan and the Office of Development
to make that vision a reality. Our goal is to
make our premedical, health sciences programs
the best in the nation.

We are also giving considerable effort to
strengthening the College’s international educa-
tion programs and global connections. In 1999,
80 percent of faculty teaching in Baylor’s foreign

study programs and 88 percent of all Baylor’s
international program offerings came from the
College of Arts and Sciences. Following the ini-
tiative of President Sloan, I had the privilege of
traveling to Asia this spring to visit seven univer-
sities with which Baylor has reciprocal programs.
It was a transforming experience to meet their
faculties and students and to see at first hand
leading universities with whom we are expanding
our connections — in Hong Kong, China,
Thailand, South Korea, and Japan. We must
enhance opportunities for students and faculty to
strengthen their global perspectives and under-
standing of the challenges facing our world.

Robert Coles’ The Call of Stories relates the
importance of stories to how we find direction in
our lives and to how we develop our imagina-
tions and sense of purpose. This story “won’t let
go of me” is a point of view the reader encoun-
ters many times in Coles’ book. Some of our
memories, Coles writes, “are sprung loose” by
new encounters and take different and creative
forms as we explore the past, seek to reconnect
with our own Christian tradition, discover the
world anew, and attempt to find connections
with other peoples and cultures. We hope the
Baylor story will forever be a touchstone in your
life — not only for the memories you carry from
your student days but also for the multiple ways
they remain a vital part of you today.

A Letter from the Dean

Wallace L. Daniel
College of Arts and Sciences

Baylor University, College of Arts and Sciences
PO Box 97344, Waco, TX 76798-7344
254-710-3361
Wallace_Daniel@baylor.edu
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Each fall, Baylor students gather around a
table in the library of the philosophy
department to explore the human dimen-

sion of illness and disability. They do so as part
of an innovative upper-level seminar, “Literary
and Philosophical Perspectives on Medicine,”
which integrates the three disciplines of philoso-
phy, literature, and medicine. Teaching the course
are Dr. S. Kay Toombs, associate professor of phi-
losophy, Ann Miller, professor and Master
Teacher of English, and Dr. William Hillis, a
physician and Distinguished Professor of biology,
who have collaborated for seven years to examine
the manner in which the humanities and the sci-
ences relate to one another within the context of
clinical medicine.

During the semester, students — the majority
of whom are premed/science majors — are intro-
duced to phenomenology, a philosophical per-
spective that focuses on how individuals experi-
ence the world. Much of the philosophy content
for the class is based on Dr. Toombs’ seminal

work in the field of the phenomenology of illness.
Her book, The Meaning of Illness: A
Phenomenological Account of the Different
Perspectives of Physician and Patient, serves as a
text for the class. In addition, Dr. Toombs brings
her experiences with chronic illness, multiple scle-
rosis, to the classroom.

Using phenomenology as a framework, issues
such as the differing perspectives of physician and
patient, the subjective experience of the body dur-
ing illness, and the distinction between the scien-
tific approach and immediate experience are
explored. The study of a range of literary works,
medical texts, and personal narratives complement
the philosophical examination of illness.

In the following discussion, moderated this
spring by Dean Wallace Daniel of the College of
Arts and Sciences, professors Toombs, Miller, and
Hillis discuss the origins of the course, the value
of interdisciplinary study, and the manner in
which the sciences and the humanities can inform
one another.

Medicine, Literature, Philosophy:
Combining Our Stories
By Claudia Beal

A conversation among scholars (left to right): Dr. William Hillis, Dr. S. Kay Toombs, Professor Ann Miller, and Dr. Wallace Daniel 

“Their story,

yours, mine — 

it’s what we all

carry with us on

this trip we take,

and we owe it to

each other to

respect our 

stories and learn

from them.” 

— William Carlos Williams

physician and poet

(1883-1963)
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WALLACE DANIEL: The course you offer is one of our finest, most inno-
vative courses. Think back to the beginning of the course, its origins,
and the initiatives you took. How did your efforts begin?

KAY TOOMBS: Ann Miller and I were thinking about how it was
important to bring the humanities into medicine. We started
having a conversation about literature and medicine and how that
conversation might fit with philosophy and medicine. We spent
days and weeks and months coming up with the kinds of topics
we wanted to address and then looking for the literature.

ANN MILLER: I felt so strongly that literature has a place in the
context of philoso-
phy and medicine.
The goal of litera-
ture is to convey
knowledge feeling-
ly, knowledge of
the human condi-
tion, or what
Faulkner refers to
as the “problems of
the human heart
in conflict with
itself.”

TOOMBS: Then we
really felt we
needed someone who knew a lot about medicine. We talked to
Bill Hillis about how we might incorporate clinical medicine into
the course and combine the three disciplines.

WILLIAM HILLIS: I was most enthusiastic when I heard about the
course. I realized that there were many applications of this mate-
rial for students in actual clinical practice.

TOOMBS: To my knowledge, this course is unique in undergraduate
education.

DANIEL: As you think through the organization of the course, what
main themes stand out in what you most wanted to accomplish?

TOOMBS: Part of it was informed by the work that I was doing in
phenomenology, and so our goal for the course was for students
to understand the human experience of illness. We thought
about that in terms of the nature of suffering, the experience of
the body, the experience of disability, and aging.

MILLER: We discuss mental illness, AIDS, and controversial issues
like euthanasia. And doctor/patient relationships. This part, of
course, is very important.

TOOMBS: And the goals of medicine, which include the difference
between the healing and curing of a disease.

MILLER: One of the finest sections we have is on current medical
discoveries such as stem cell research and cloning. We also give
the students a practical assignment: imagine going across campus,
blind or disabled in some way, say in a wheelchair. How do they
get from one place to another?  Can they get a second-story
apartment?  What do they do about bathroom facilities?  What

do they do about curb cuts for wheelchairs?   
TOOMBS: We also incorporate clinical data. When we talk about

the experience of, say, Parkinson’s disease or some other disability,
Bill addresses the clinical aspects of the disease.

HILLIS: Yes, and most of the illnesses we discuss are ones I’ve dealt
with in my practice, and I have known patients who have under-
gone the suffering that is associated with those illnesses. It is
always helpful to communicate about my relationship with the
patient.

TOOMBS: In conjunction with that, students research the clinical
and medical data of a particular disease. They then have to con-
vey the information to us as if we were the patient, tell us what
the problem is in words that we can understand. A student also
writes a narrative about somebody who has the illness, which
conveys what the experience of having that illness is like.

We start the course by showing a video in which doctors talk
about their own experience of cancer or their experience of cancer
in their families. They discuss how their experience has changed
the way they practice medicine. We begin the course with that
so that immediately students can see the relevance. It is a very
powerful film.

DANIEL: Each of you is a highly accomplished, highly dedicated teacher.
What special qualities, interests, questions do you bring to this particu-
lar task and subject?

TOOMBS: One of the things that has really helped us in this class is
our different backgrounds. Bill’s a physician. I combine the
first-hand experience of chronic illness with my philosophical
training in phenomenology. Of course, Ann is so rich in litera-
ture. She found the wonderful literature for us.

HILLIS: I want to point out here that in the course of medical edu-
cation, no one really gets an opportunity to do much in the way
of chronic disease. You see a patient at one period of time in an
illness, and you don’t really have any sense of what happens
throughout a lifetime. Kay, out of her own personal experience
with multiple sclerosis, has given these students a wonderful
opportunity to understand chronic illness as it affects the individ-
ual over a long course of time.

MILLER: She is a living example for the course. She is our linch-
pin, there is no doubt about it.

TOOMBS: My life experience has influenced my work in such a way
that I cannot separate the two. The whole focus of my work has
been to show the difference between the patient’s experience and
the physician’s perspective. I began this work when I spoke as a
patient to physicians and was puzzled at their responses. We
seemed, even though talking about the same thing, in effect to be
talking about two different things. That has been the whole
impetus for my work and has become what this course has crys-
tallized around — to show these two perspectives.

HILLIS: So many times the mental attitude of caregivers is focused
on a disease and there doesn’t seem to be a lot of inclination to
spend time with emotions. But we can’t talk about illness with-
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Even though Scott Harper came to Baylor with medical school
on his mind, he found his convictions temporarily swayed by

the power of what he learned in Professor
Ann Miller’s literature classes.

“What I learned in Ann Miller’s class so
affected me that I almost decided to pursue a
career in English literature. It was that life-
changing,” said Harper, now a practicing
physician who in July began a two-year stint
with the Epidemic Intelligence Service at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in
Atlanta.

“Prior to my college years, I hadn’t been exposed to the liberal
arts as much. I came largely from a science background in high
school and in my family, and so it opened a whole new world to
me,” said Harper, who triple-majored at Baylor in biology, English,
and German.

Prior to moving his family — wife Stephanie (B.A. ’89) and
newly adopted infant daughter Chloe Zi Xin — to Atlanta in June,
Harper had completed two years of a sub-specialty fellowship in
infectious diseases at the University of California in San Francisco.
He worked at four hospitals, two that provided indigent care and
two that provided private care. Although he always has enjoyed
patient care, it was through his work in San Francisco, with its high
rate of HIV and AIDS, that he learned to relate to and sympathize
with patients more acutely.

“With outpatients, I dealt almost solely with HIV patients. One
of the most important things for me is to try to figure out within
the first 10 minutes of talking to a patient where they’re coming
from, not just in how they view their disease, but socially, economi-
cally. Do they have any kind of sense of their own spirituality?  It’s
fundamental to how I approach the rest of the interview and the
physical exam and even the kinds of tests I will order,” he said.

Harper credits his liberal arts education with helping him devel-
op communication skills, which are critical to a good patient/
physician relationship, and with deepening his perspective on

patients and their conditions.
“When you think back to some of the literature, it does help you

to see each of these patients who walks in as a short story or a pro-
tagonist. They each have a story, and you have to be able to let
them tell that story,” he said.

For Harper, who spent two years abroad with Youth With a
Mission after finishing medical school, faith is instrumental in how
he practices medicine and provides patient care.

“My view goes even deeper than a patient/physician relation-
ship,” he said. “I try to see a person from the perspective of being
an eternal being who is sitting in my office and who, like me, has
been created in God’s image. No matter what has gotten him and
me to this place, we are here at the same moment, and I need to
find some way to identify with him no matter how different we
may be.”

This isn’t a perspective he learned in medical school, but it is one
that is true to his nature and beliefs.

“In medical school we’re taught you should try to possess a cer-
tain professional distance from your patients or you’ll lose your
objectivity, and I think to some extent that’s true,” Harper said,
especially if treating family members or friends. “But with patients,
per se, it’s vitally important to identify with them, even on an emo-
tional level, to assure their needs are being met.

“It’s a biblical example,” he said. “Jesus wept over all sorts of
episodes. It’s this same kind of identification with your patients.”

Although such an approach may not yet be accepted at medical
schools, for Harper it’s essential.

“Just looking at medical students and residents…I see that so
frequently they’re lacking not just a liberal arts education but even
more fundamental issues in their lives. There is no sense they have
acquired any moral knowledge along the way,” he said.

“To have had just one course like the one offered at Baylor,” he
said, referring to the Literary and Philosophical Perspectives on
Medicine course, “I think it would be foundational in how it would
impact the rest of their careers and their interactions with patients.”

— Vicki Marsh Kabat

Dr. Scott Harper, B.A. ’88, M.D. ’92

Good Doctors, Good Human Beings
Four graduates of the College who are successful physicians laud their liberal arts backgrounds

The following four physicians received a liberal arts education through Baylor’s College of Arts and Sciences. Each is distinguished in
his or her respective specialty and profession. More noteworthy, though, is their commitment to being not only good physicians, but good
human beings, as Dr. William Hillis states in the accompanying story, “Medicine, Literature, Philosophy: Combining Our Stories.” Here,
they address how their liberal arts education enhanced their ability to relate to patients, and brought richness, understanding, and diversity
to their development as doctors and as humanitarians.



out talking about feelings. I think it means a lot to the med-
ical students to know that I, as a physician, hurt very, very
deeply when a patient is dying and there is nothing that I have
to give them. It used to be that this was a sense of defeat for
me, but I think Kay, more than anybody else, has helped me to
understand that caring is as important as anything else we can
do. Even though I cared a great deal, I never realized how
much that meant to patients.

MILLER: The wonderful thing about this course is that we three
have worked together in ways that are incredible. We have no
sense of possessiveness or jealousy or competitiveness. We are
each there for the course all the time.

HILLIS: It is true collegiality.
DANIEL: What are two or three readings from the course that stand

out most to you and why?
MILLER: Well, for me it is Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s Cancer

Ward. It is a sympathetic view of doctors in Russia and the
way they have to work within the confines of the system. And
it’s about patients who have come to a common level of mor-
tality and about their attitudes, how each of them approaches
his death and his illness in a totally different way. It is one of
the great books.

TOOMBS: We do some-
thing very unusual with
Franz Kafka’s The
Metamorphosis. The stu-
dents read that story just
as we talk about the expe-
rience of disability. They
have already thought
about how space and time
are altered when one is ill,
the way we experience
bodily change, and the
way our relationship with
other people changes.
They read Kafka’s The
Metamorphosis and think

about it in terms of a radical experience of the changing body.
It provides some very interesting insights.

The other one that I like very much is The Plague by Albert
Camus. We have the students look at this work from the per-
spective of the ethical issues that arise for doctors caring for
patients during an epidemic. We ask one student to trace the
existential themes, as well.

HILLIS: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien is a powerful
story, so personalized, about the experiences of young soldiers
in Vietnam. It really gives the students an awful lot of insight
into suffering.

Also, one of the things that really touched me was Dr.

Dr. Ron Wilson,
B.A. ’71, M.D. ’74

He was a chemistry major who learned to love theater,
music, and art; a scientist who enjoyed the debates in

religion class and the books and poems
in literature courses. And he said the
liberal arts education he received as an
undergraduate at Baylor has proven
invaluable in his role as a physician who
deals with chronic illness. It is a debt
Dr. Ronald Wilson, a Waco nephrolo-
gist, is determined to repay.

“I am one of those persons who
bleeds green and gold, and I try to help
Baylor as much as I am able,” he said.

To that end, Wilson teaches a course in physiology in the
University’s health, human performance, and recreation
department and serves as one of the athletic department’s team
doctors.

As a student, Wilson transferred to Baylor from a university
in Arkansas and chose a premed major. Instead of going the
traditional bachelor of science route, he pursued a bachelor of
arts degree in chemistry.

“I chose to go for a B.A. so I could take more liberal arts
classes,” he said. “I did experience some concern that, once I
got to medical school, I might feel at a loss because I didn’t
have a pure science background, but that wasn’t the case at all.
In medical school, they teach you what you need to know.”

Medical school could give him the skills he needed to be a
kidney specialist, but Wilson said his liberal arts background
provided him with a wealth of knowledge for forming good
relationships with his patients.

“The diversity of the liberal arts, from classes in theater and
art appreciation to marriage and family and psychology cours-
es, has helped me with my patients and has given me a base to
build a stronger rapport,” he said.

Wilson went to Baylor College of Medicine for his medical
training and served nine years in the Air Force. He began his
private practice in Waco in 1993. For all his well-rounded
education, Wilson acknowledges it is his patients who have
taught him the most valuable lessons — about faith, fortitude,
and lives well-lived.

“I deal with chronic illness,” he said. “People come to me
with kidney failure, which is a terminal disease. Artificial
therapy, whether transplant or dialysis, will extend one’s life,
but kidney failure usually does mean a shortened life span.
Because of that, patients have to deal with the fact that their
lives are not going to be as they had planned.”

Wilson has found that those patients who can make life
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David Hilfiker’s essay, “Mistakes,” in which he confesses the
errors he had made as a physician. I don’t think that is some-
thing often discussed by physicians. There was a huge
response when it was published.

MILLER: We all, of course, think “The Death of Ivan Ilych” by
Leo Tolstoy is the great-
est. It gives so many
insights into the experi-
ence of illness and the
changed relationship
with others and the dif-
ferent ways in which
doctor and patient look
at illness.

HILLIS: And Ken Kesey’s
One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest.

MILLER: The students do
an oral presentation on
one of the major works.
Students are responsible for leading the discussion, and one of
the things they can do is bring movie clips. The film always
brings to life One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.

DANIEL: You talked about your students. By engaging students in
the process of seeking to create something beautiful that will inspire
and endure, the arts and sciences compel students to grapple with,
as Ann said earlier, what Faulkner called the “problems of the
heart in conflict with itself.” What has been the experience of your
students?  What have they told you about the course? 

TOOMBS: I don’t think we have ever had a bad evaluation from
the students. The comments that they make are things like
“this is the best reading I have ever done, this is the best
course I have ever taken, this is the one course I will remem-
ber.” By engaging the material, it is impossible for them not
to have a life-changing experience. Obviously, there are some
students who come out more aware than others, but I can’t
really think of one who was not changed at all.

HILLIS: Some, I think, come in with the notion that they won’t
be involved with patients’ emotions in any way. I think stu-
dents come to recognize how important it is for patients to
have the opportunity to talk with somebody about their expe-
rience.

TOOMBS: One of the things that I am very concerned about
when teaching this class is that, if you talk about ethical
issues, you need to ground them in real-life experiences. I
particularly want students to consider ethical dilemmas in the
context of real-life situations and not merely as abstract argu-
ments. I think about a film we show, which is deeply disturb-
ing, about a physician in Holland who performs euthanasia,
and the struggle he goes through. The students see what a
serious decision this is.

c o l l e g i u mp6

meaningful and who have a strong faith cope better with their sit-
uations. Witnessing that struggle with the fragility of life has
strengthened his own beliefs.

“No one plans to spend life connected to a machine, but I have
witnessed that those patients who are Christian cope much differ-
ently from those who are nonbelievers,” he said. “They are able to
find things that make life meaningful. I have seen wonderful peo-
ple go through these illnesses, and they never lost their inner
strength. They leave this world with grace and dignity.”

—  Julie Carlson

Dr. Betty Griffin Feezor,
B.A. ’78, M.D. ’88

When it comes to Betty Griffin Feezor, the doctor may or
may not be in.

“I’m Dr. Griffin when I’m working, and
Mrs. Feezor when I’m not,” she jokingly said
about two of her many roles in life — pedia-
trician and wife. “It’s occasionally a bit con-
fusing but usually just fun. It’s nice not hav-
ing to be Dr. Griffin sometimes.”

In addition to pediatrician and wife,
Griffin has other roles: mother, grandmother,
photographer, reporter, historian, linguist —
to name a few. Griffin’s journey to her med-
ical profession was circuitous, at best.

Since college, her interests have been varied, her studies uncon-
ventional and her days hectic and rewarding. Between her sopho-
more year in college at Baylor as a chemistry major and the time
she began medical school, Griffin studied and learned three lan-
guages (Spanish, German, and Cantonese), added a journalism
and Spanish major, traveled to Europe to study European history,
and worked as a newspaper photographer and reporter.

“By the middle of my sophomore year in college, many of my
friends said they would feel totally lost without medicine in their
futures,” she said. “I began to wonder if I were truly dedicated
enough for medicine, since I knew I would thoroughly enjoy
teaching, writing, traveling, or working with photography if I
could not become a doctor.”

During her senior year, she traveled to Europe to study
European history with Dr. James Vardaman (professor emeritus of
history) and German at the University of Vienna’s international
summer language school.

When she returned to Waco in August 1978, she worked as a
newspaper reporter and photographer at the Waco Tribune-Herald.
After a year at the newspaper, she returned to Baylor to study
international journalism and then history in its graduate school.
She then spent 1 1/2 years in Hong Kong teaching history and

Wilson…, continued from page 5 Medicine..., continued from page 5

continued on page 7, Feezor...
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MILLER: Students are exposed to things that previously had not
been within the scope of their young, invulnerable lives. Their
reactions are moving to watch.

TOOMBS: I do think one of the most wonderful things for us in
this class is to see how our students change throughout the
course of the semester. They are healthy and exuberant and can-
not understand what all this illness is about. They really have a
much greater understanding
by the end of the course. It is
incredible, I think.

HILLIS: Students get more
insight in this course than any
other course I’ve been associ-
ated with. Their final paper
always has to do with an indi-
vidual who is experiencing
chronic illness in some way or
another, either a physician or
a patient or a relative.
Everything the student has
thought about and had
insight about comes to form
as they write these papers.
They really are pieces of art,
pieces of autobiography, too.

TOOMBS: One thing that has
been interesting about the
course is that many of the
students, at the time they are
taking this class, also are
going for medical school
interviews. It has been our
experience that medical
schools are very interested in
this course, and the students
love to have an opportunity to
talk about it.

HILLIS: The most that I can
remember of medical educa-
tion is the complete focus on
being a good physician, but
there is so little emphasis on
being a good human being. This course gives us an opportunity
to let young people think about these things.

TOOMBS: Most students who go into medicine really want to help
people. The problem is they get into medical school and the
focus is all on the clinical data. By the time they get through,
much of the original feeling they had about medicine has gone.
We try to get them before they get into medical school and hope
they don’t forget what they’ve been exposed to in this class.

English through Baylor’s exchange program with the Hong
Kong Baptist College. Upon her return to America, she
signed up for post-baccalaureate classes in physics,
immunology and virology, and advanced organic chemistry
at Millsaps College. She enrolled at the University of
Mississippi School of Medicine in 1984.

“As I explained to the dean of admissions there, indeci-
sion can do wonderful
things for one’s résumé,”
Griffin said.

Today, as a pediatrician
at the Children’s Clinic in
Wilmington, N.C., Griffin
takes an active interest in
her patients’ lives, attend-
ing their T-ball games and
church musical produc-
tions. She also is a senior
attending physician at
New Hanover Regional
Medical Center and helps
teach medical students,
physician assistants, nurse
practitioner students, and
family practice residents
from Bowman-Gray
School of Medicine at
Wake Forest University,
the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill,
East Carolina School of
Medicine, and Duke
University School of
Medicine.

Griffin is married to
Bill Feezor, and they have
two grown children and
two grandchildren.

Even though her jour-
ney to becoming a pedia-
trician was unusual,
Griffin said she wouldn’t

change a thing. “I think my liberal arts background has
helped me not only to be a better doctor but a better person,
which is more important. It taught me to think critically
and logically, consume vast amounts of written material in
very short spans of time, and communicate clearly and con-
cisely.”

— LoAna Lopez

“The course totally changed my 

understanding of what 

matters in medicine because it 

showed the human side. 

You must, of course, have a good

foundation in science, but most

important to a patient is that you

want to know his story, that you 

listen to him. You must earn 

the patient’s trust.”

— Mari Rebane, B.A. ’98 

Yale Medical School

Feezor…, continued from page 6

continued on page 8, Medicine...
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DANIEL: Taking the course as a model, how might we better relate the
sciences to the humanities, and the humanities to the sciences? 

MILLER: First, professors in the humanities can be helped to
understand the debt we owe to science, to become more keenly
aware what DNA and stem cell research, for example, can mean
to our everyday lives. Those in the sciences might more fully
realize what history, religion, literature, theater — what we call
the humanities — are, and how they have always been essential
to humankind. Without these dimensions, life would be dimin-
ished. Perhaps these ideas can be explored in a faculty develop-
ment session. Also, the history department will soon be offering
a history of medicine course — a course embodying both science
and the humanities. What better way for faculty and students to
see the interweaving of these seemingly disparate areas?

HILLIS: The basic issues we deal with in this class are concerned
with human relationships. It seems to me that one of the major
contributions that the humanities can offer science majors is
insight into the way science affects human lives and relation-
ships.

TOOMBS: It also occurs to me that clinical medicine is very clearly
a discipline that spans science and human experience. Medical
education has traditionally focused mainly on the sciences and
has de-emphasized the human experience of illness. So this par-

ticular area really lends itself to a kind of integration.
HILLIS: Science tends to focus on objective detail and can miss the

forest for the trees. The course gives an opportunity to enjoy the
forest.

TOOMBS: I think in order to do this kind of integration, you have
to have an open mind as to what the goals of the class are. If
you have narrowly defined categories in terms of what is neces-
sary for it to count as a science course or philosophy course or an
English course, then you are going to defeat the objective from
the beginning.

MILLER: Books that dramatize the experience of the scientist and
doctor and the human beings who need them could be taught in
the sciences as well as in the Department of English. There are
fine scientists who write with astonishing grace and clarity, such
as J. Bronowski and Lewis Thomas. The poet W. H. Auden has
fine essays on medicine. This approach would not compete with,
but enhance, the empirical data and the clinical method.

HILLIS: I think there is also a great opportunity at the freshman
level to do the kind of thing we are talking about, because there
are so many applications of biology in everyday living.

MILLER: Both the arts and sciences work to bring order out of
chaos. We both demand evidence to support our conclusions.
We have more in common than we know. �

Buchanan, James H. Patient Encounters: The Experience of Disease.
Camus, Albert. The Plague.
Frank, Arthur W. At the Will of the Body: Reflections on Illness.
Hilfiker, David. Not All of Us Are Saints: A Doctor’s Journey with the Poor.
Kafka, Franz. The Metamorphosis.
Kesey, Ken. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.
Mandell, Harvey and Howard Spiro. When Doctors Get Sick.
Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman.
O’Brien, Tim. The Things They Carried.
Olsen, Tillie. Tell Me a Riddle.
Osler, William. Aequanimitas.
Remen, Rachel (ed). Wounded Healers.
Reynolds, Richard, John Stone, and Lois Lacivita Nixon (eds). On Doctoring: Stories, Poems, Essays.
Sacks, Oliver. Awakenings.
Sacks, Oliver. The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat.
Sacks, Oliver. An Anthropologist on Mars: Seven Paradoxical Tales.
Selzer, Richard. Mortal Lessons: Notes on the Art of Surgery.
Selzer, Richard. Letters to a Young Doctor.
Solzhenitsyn, Alexander. Cancer Ward.
Thomas, Lewis R. The Medusa and the Snail: More Notes of a Biology Watcher.
Tolstoy, Leo. The Death of Ivan Ilych.
Toombs, S. Kay. The Meaning of Illness: A Phenomenological Account of the Different Perspectives of Physician and Patient.
Williams, William Carlos. The Doctor Stories.

List of Readings for “Literary and 
Philosophical Perspectives on Medicine”

Medicine..., continued from page 7
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Dr. Elaine Lambert was in Philadelphia, Pa., attending a med-
ical conference, when she phoned in for her interview from a

park across from the Museum of Art, which she planned to visit
later.

The situation exemplified the balance she
maintains between her medical practice and
her ongoing personal enrichment, a model
patterned after a Waco surgeon she met in her
undergraduate years at Baylor.

It was in an Honors Colloquium discussion
led by Dr. Nick Bellegie about Solzhenitsyn’s
Cancer Ward that the local doctor’s words res-
onated with her. In a piece she wrote for The
Baylor Line ( June 1979) she explains: “This Renaissance man
proved to me that it was possible to continue to learn while still
maintaining the extremely demanding schedule of a physician. He
awoke in me the desire to read again and to become acquainted
with the joys of the humanities and literature after my long satura-
tion in the sciences. Somehow that night Dr. Bellegie exemplified
the balance between the sciences and the arts that I desired to
attain.”

Twenty years later, Lambert, now a rheumatologist in private
practice with Sports Orthopedics and Rehabilitation in Menlo Park,
Calif., continues to benefit from all the facets of humanities she was
exposed to as a student.

“I’m certainly one who, when I have a chance to talk to premed
students, encourages them to get a liberal arts education,” said
Lambert, who also serves as the team physician for Stanford
University’s women’s volleyball and basketball teams. “I happened
to be a biology major, but if I had it to do over, I think I probably

would have chosen English as a major.”
In her practice, Lambert has found that the depth and diversity

of a liberal arts education have benefited her relationship with
patients.

“The broadness of a liberal arts education has a lot to do with
communication, with being able to write well, with understanding
perspectives of other people because you’ve known something about
cultures when you learned languages, or when you developed an
appreciation for historical events and the arts. All these things go
into being a good physician. That kind of background is important
when you’re taking care of people,” she said.

One of the most helpful classes she took at Baylor was Dr. Dan
McGee’s bioethics, a topic she found woefully underrepresented in
medical school.

“Dan McGee took a wonderful approach. He brought out both
sides of the issue and really made one think. He helped us under-
stand that, as physicians, we had to be able to present our patients
with all the options,” Lambert said.

In her first year at medical school, Lambert joined with other
classmates and, using materials from Dr. McGee’s class, continued
the discussion about bioethics. “It was extremely helpful to have
some basis that I had learned at Baylor and then be able to share
and expand on that with others in medical school,” she said.

Lambert, who also is a clinical associate professor of medicine
and of functional restoration (sports medicine) at Stanford
University School of Medicine, added, “The more opportunities you
take advantage of at a university level to broaden your educational
experience, the better, particularly if you’re interested in going into
medicine.”

—  Vicki Marsh Kabat

Dr. Elaine Hardwick Lambert, B.S. ’79, M.D. ’83
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and self-centered, where no amount of religious
or educational experience seems to be capable of
transforming our behavior. (6) Despite the pri-
ority to be assigned to facts, attending to the
myth of Sisyphus might be an antidote to our
tendency to believe that we can accomplish infi-
nite tasks in government or politics. (7) Marx
was right in claiming that the way a society
makes its living determines the nature of its
institutions, but wrong in believing that the
industrial revolution would lead to a revolution
of the proletariat. (8) We should not attempt to
find a determinate pattern in history, for
attempting to do so obscures the fact that people
cannot be expected to behave rationally.

We should also remember some of the admo-
nitions that echoed in Ralph’s classrooms. “The
ancient enemy is fanaticism.” “The great simpli-
fiers of both the Right and the Left are always
dangerous.” “The perfect politician must be a
secular saint.” “The facts must always command
our first loyalty.” “Laws can never compensate
for deficiency of character.” “If we embrace a
modern technological society, we must give up
some of the values of the American frontier.”
“The people most worth knowing are often
found in humble circumstances.” “The bell is
tolling for all of us with respect to the question
of racial justice.” “The great task of religion is to
find a point of contact with the real world.”
“Most of us are losing our capacity to be struck
dumb with awe, fear, and wonder.” “The hold of
fundamentalism on the minds of its adherents is
in direct proportion to their fear of social
change.” “Indoctrination is easy, brainwashing is
difficult, and education is almost impossible.”
“There are three kinds of hearing: the first is
physical, the second is intellectual, and the third
makes it possible for us to take responsibility for
our own education.” “We can try to change the
world, either by appealing to the head or the
heart; or we can embrace a third way of appeal-
ing to both of them together.”

How should the man who said these provoca-

tive things be appraised?  I am sure that it will
come as no shock to Ralph to be told that he is
dangerous and that any defender of the status
quo would be well advised to keep an eye on
him, even though he is past 90. Ralph tells us
things that we do not want to hear; and like the
biblical prophets, his primary targets are religion
and politics. He does not trust preachers or
politicians; and in response to the attempt to
show how faith and education can be brought
together, he claims that the concept of religious
education is a contradiction in terms. I do not
agree with him about this, but I am also con-
vinced that I should always listen attentively to
what he says. The measure of Israel’s greatness
was the extent to which its citizens listened to
the words of the prophets, and the measure of
Baylor’s greatness will be the extent to which we
allow the legacy of Ralph Lynn, and of the other
prophets who stand beside him, to speak to our
heads and our hearts. �

Editorial Note:
What a World! can be purchased by sending a personal
check or money order (no credit card orders) for $22 to
Narrative Publishing, PO Box 6062, Waco, TX 76703.

Imet Ralph Lynn for the first time when I
was a Baylor freshman and before I knew
that he was a campus legend. I had come

from Little Rock to Waco as the integration cri-
sis at Central High School was beginning, and I
was preoccupied with the fate of the school I
loved so much as I began to make the transition
from high school to college. I communicated
some of my anxiety about the crisis in Little
Rock to Bob Reid, my history teacher that first
semester at Baylor; he responded by arranging a
conversation about the issue for Ralph, himself,
and me at a little Mexican restaurant on Speight
Street.

The first things I noticed about Ralph were
his large head, the wrinkles on his face, and the
knit of his brow. As the conversation unfolded, it
also became clear that he wanted to learn some-
thing, and that he was willing to do so, even from
a Baylor freshman. Yet like Socrates who spent
so much of his time talking with the young peo-
ple of Athens, he was skeptical about everything
I said. This was my first contact with hard-
headed realism, and it taught me that the racial
issue in Little Rock was a vitally important topic.

As I came to know Professor Lynn in the
classroom, several of his more winsome traits
were inescapable: first his spontaneous smile;
then the laugh that by his own account was so
often a substitute for tears; and finally, the way in
which he gently beat his head upon the black-
board as an expression of his frustration in trying
to teach us. I also remember the way in which
he introduced an ironic closeness and distance
between himself and his students by calling us
Mister and Sister. In the open space that this
irony generated, he clearly expected us to learn
something, not only about the world, but also
about ourselves and about our place in it.

I was not a promising historian as a Baylor
undergraduate, and I never could have become
one. Ralph and I knew this, and he was kind in
acknowledging the fact that my talents lie else-
where. However, I do know something about

people; and what I know about him is that he is
rational, honest, and humane and that he brought
these traits to bear upon his work as an historian
during 30 years of teaching.

What were the things that Ralph Lynn
taught, apart from the intangible lessons his stu-
dents learned simply by being in his presence?
We are fortunate to have some of his essays,
gathered together in the book, What a World!
Much of what we cannot remember from the
classroom is to be found there, where the con-
tours of his permanent legacy are forged clearly
and forcefully.

Among the things that Ralph Lynn taught are
the following. (1) Myths that make us comfort-
able must be distinguished from the facts that
they are often intended to obscure. (2) It is
unlikely that democracy can be established or
sustained apart from the underpinnings of at
least some version of the Welfare State. (3) Most
of us are pagans, despite the fact that we have not
denied our Hebraic-Christian heritage, either
consciously or officially. (4) The only remedy for
what might be called “the politics of hysteria” is
limited government. (5) We are incurably evil

By Dr. Carl G. Vaught

Ralph Lynn: The Permanent Legacy of a Great Teacher

Dr. Carl G. Vaught
Distinguished Professor of Philosophy
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The man slumped by a pile of rubble on a street in Golcuk,
Turkey. Baylor political science professor William Mitchell
approached him. “Where is your home?” Dr. Mitchell

asked. “Right there,” the man said, as he pointed a trembling finger
at the rubble. Fearing the worst, Dr. Mitchell asked where the
man’s family was. Once again, the man indicated the rubble.
“Right there,” he said.

That heartbreaking scene epitomizes for Dr. Mitchell the devas-
tation he saw on his 10-day trip to Turkey in August 1999 following
the massive earthquake that leveled buildings and left thousands
dead. The devastation still haunts Dr. Mitchell in his dreams.

“I have been in two wars and at the scene of numerous bombings
and airplane crashes, but I have never seen anything like it. It was
the most difficult experience I’ve had with any disaster, military or
natural,” said Dr. Mitchell, a retired Air Force colonel.

Dr. Mitchell, who assumed The Jo Murphy Chair in
International Education in August, journeyed to Turkey two days
after the earthquake as part of an investigative team for the
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI), a nonprofit
organization sponsored by the National Science Foundation (NSF).
He also conducted research at the Multidisciplinary Center for
Earthquake Engineering Research (MCEER), another National
Science Foundation-sponsored organization. As an EERI team
member, Dr. Mitchell’s assignment was to assess the country’s emer-
gency response, and for the MCEER he
examined the emergency response for the
medical facilities.

“The idea is to get to the site as quickly as
possible to capture the perishable informa-
tion. The team records its observations and
suggests what to look at in future study,” he
said. “A team is composed of nine physical
scientists and one social scientist, and they
like to get people who understand the cul-
ture for the social side of the program.”

Dr. Mitchell was an ideal choice for the
team. Since he first visited the country in 1959 as a young soldier,
he has felt particular affection for Turkey. He lived in Turkey for 10
years, including a stint as base commander of Incirlik Air Base and
as Air Base Group Commander in Izmir during the Gulf War.

He also knows first-hand the trauma of being in an earthquake.
“I actually was in Turkey during an earthquake in 1970, and as a
result I became interested in studying the response to earthquakes,”
he said. “In fact, I did my dissertation on the topic. I’m interested
in how humans react, adjust, and cope with disasters, and how they
can do it better.”

The study of emergency response has become an area of primary
and secondary research for Dr. Mitchell. Since 1970, he has
responded to six disasters in Turkey and one in Italy. He was part
of another EERI investigative team in 1992 after the Erzincan,
Turkey, earthquake, and in
1995 he studied the Dinar,
Turkey, earthquake.

A typical day for Dr.
Mitchell during his August
trip to Turkey started
between 6 and 7 a.m. when
he would leave the hotel to
start interviewing victims. “I
went into field hospitals,
industrial facilities, and dam-
aged homes,” he said. “I
spent most of my time inter-
viewing survivors in their
tents, on benches, under
trees, and in every other place
imaginable.”

And what he witnessed was a world in turmoil. “As in all disas-
ters, it was first total chaos. There was no organized search and res-
cue, no military assistance, blocked roads, no water. It was one’s

worst nightmare. Sadly, much of this loss and
suffering could and should have been prevent-
ed.”

Dr. Mitchell blames the high number of
deaths — 40,000 to 60,000 in his estimate,
although the official tally was 19,000 — on
shoddy construction and unenforced building
codes. “The country has fairly strict building
codes, but contractors disregard these and take
shortcuts. All those buildings collapsed and
they couldn’t get the bodies out of there. And
the government probably cannot officially

acknowledge these deaths,” he said.
Just three months after the Izmit earthquake, a second quake hit

Turkey November 12 near Duzce. With a magnitude of 7.2, the
earthquake occurred about 80 kilometers east of Izmit, killed 821
people, and left thousands homeless.

Because the end of the fall semester was approaching, Dr.
Mitchell decided to forgo an immediate trip to Turkey, choosing
instead to travel in mid-December to the earthquake site. Once
again, he served as a social scientist with the NSF team with the
primary objective of determining what improvements had been

“It was the most 

difficult experience 

I’ve had with any  

disaster, 

military or natural.”

Emergency Response at Earthquake Sites
Professor William Mitchell assesses Turkish emergency and medical responses  

By Julie Carlson



c o l l e g i u m p13

made since the August quake.
Before his 10-day trip, Dr. Mitchell monitored the conditions in

Turkey through news sources and contact with crisis centers.
Although the international community had contributed vast quanti-
ties of emergency supplies, he learned medical supplies still were
needed, and he organized a local relief effort.

“I thought I could get assistance from the community,” Dr.
Mitchell said. “One of the local television stations helped out, and
so did some Baylor students and sororities. The two hospitals in
Waco were very helpful, and my church donated a significant
amount of supplies.

“When I arrived in Turkey, I personally took the supplies to the
earthquake site,” he said. “I gave all the medical supplies to the
hospital and dental supplies to the dental hygienists. The
other medicines and personal hygiene products I took to
the villages, and I went to each tent to distribute what I
had.”

By arriving a month after the second disaster, Dr.
Mitchell found a different, albeit still distressing, scene
from the one he witnessed in August. He recorded his
impressions of his visit in a journal:

“The scene along
the road from
Istanbul to Duzce
reminds me of a
war zone,” he
wrote. “Buildings
have been toppled,
some have been
partially damaged.
Minarets lie along-
side crumbled
domes of the
mosques. White tepee-style tents are scattered about, many in clus-
ters or tent cities.

“The saddest scene is the thousands of improvised homes thrown
together with wooden planks, cardboard, and clear sheets of nylon.
Most of the tents have no floors, and with winter weather, one can
imagine the challenge.”

Other challenges the earthquake victims faced included respira-
tory problems, no regular distribution of food or water, no schools
or places for children to play, and fear of another earthquake.

Dr. Mitchell continued to monitor the situation after he returned
to the United States. He said Duzce schools finally reopened in
March, and the government promises it will have everyone in per-
manent housing by December 2000. He also believes the govern-
ment will become more diligent in enforcing building codes.

“The second earthquake produced $10 million to $12 million in
damage, but the August 1999 earthquake totaled $10 billion to 
$15 billion,” he said. “The loss of life was totally unacceptable, and
now the government is finally doing something. They have an
earthquake center and a new network of seismographs. They are

open to assistance and have many research projects under way.”
Dr. Mitchell is involved with two projects that have been pro-

posed to the NSF. The first would use Baylor’s Geographic
Resource Analysis Support System (GRASS), which is a leading
source of spatial data for many of the world’s top science and
research institutions. GRASS could provide geographic/quick
response data if another quake occurred. The second proposal is a
joint project with Baylor, Southern Methodist University, and
Florida International University that would examine the political
repercussions resulting from the disasters.

Dr. Mitchell has shared what he learned from the two earth-
quakes with his students. “My experiences go right into the class-
room,” he said. “In my national security course, I discussed the

effectiveness of crisis action in

operation, whether it is a military disaster or a natural disaster. In
my political geography class, I taught several lessons dealing with
natural hazards, and in my Middle East course, I not only covered
the plague of locusts but the plague of earthquakes.”

In addition, Dr. Mitchell took eight Baylor students from various
academic disciplines on the May “Baylor-in-Turkey 2000” trip,
where they visited the earthquake zone and met people affected by
the disasters.

Turkey still experiences aftershocks and small, new earthquakes.
A recent study published in the journal Science predicted a devastat-
ing earthquake could hit Istanbul within the next 30 years. Turkey
is rocked so often because of the North Anatolian Fault — one of
the most active faults in the world — which runs through the coun-
try. Since 1939, there have been 11 6.7-magnitude quakes along
the fault. Given that, Dr. Mitchell realizes that it is likely he will be
called to Turkey again.

“This was the seventh earthquake response I have made to
Turkey, and I pray that it is the end of the earthquakes for that
country. But obviously it will not be,” he said. �

Izmit Duzce

Dr. Mitchell’s photos show a crane dismantling a building, tents along the street, and a mosque labeled with a large X for demolition.



c o l l e g i u mp14

Bringing the World to Baylor

Many of us will long remember the
scene that afternoon. On the stage in
the Hooper-Schaefer Fine Arts

Center were two red leather chairs, slightly
angled toward each other, occupied by two poets
of great distinction. Czeslaw Milosz, 1980
Nobel Prize winner, survivor of the Holocaust,
chronicler of our times, great poet, and author of
The Captive Mind, one of the most significant
books in the last half century, sat in one of the
chairs. Facing him was
Robert Hass, Poet Laureate
of the United States from
1995 to 1997 and Milosz’s
translator and close friend.

The 350 students, facul-
ty, and members of the
community in attendance
that afternoon witnessed a
mesmerizing performance.
Alternately reading from his
own vast work, then engag-
ing with Hass about his life
and his thoughts on many
topics, Milosz gave us a
first-hand look at his expe-
riences with war, his native
Poland, nature, freedom,
and modern memory. His
words, expressed both in his
personal testimony and his poetry, conveyed the
tragedy and the beauty of the past century.

After artfully weaving a fabric of history and
the fragility of human life, Milosz and Hass
talked about imagination. Creative energy, they
emphasized, is something that has constantly to
be nourished. By adulthood, many people have
given it up; such energy is not kept by spend-
thrifts. It is, as Milosz emphasized, what keeps
us alive and connects us with our stories.

Milosz and Hass were part of the Beall-
Russell Lecture Series that, since its creation in
1982, has brought to our campus some of the
most renowned people in the humanities. It
would be difficult to exaggerate the impact of
this series on the campus. It is a highlight of the

academic year to many students, as well as pro-
fessors, for the event truly creates an intellectual
community. When our finest students look back
to the most profound influences on their educa-
tion, this series will undoubtedly be included. To
have been here and to have heard in the last five
years, Milosz, Hass, Bill Moyers, Edward Said,
the Very Rev. Michael Mayne, Harry Sieber,
Martha Nussbaum, Robert Rosenblum, Linda J.
Colley, and David Cannadine is to have nour-

ished the imagination. It is to
have been what William
Faulkner said about educa-
tion: “transformed into some-
thing that did not exist
before.”

The Beall-Russell Lecture
Series is the product of a gen-
erous gift from Mrs. Virginia
Beall Ball of Muncie, Indiana.
Mrs. Ball created the series in
honor of her mother, Mrs.
DeLouise McClelland Beall,
and Mrs. Lily Russell, former
dean of women. Mrs. Ball’s
generosity to the University
allowed it to reach out far
beyond its physical boundaries
— to the community and
beyond it to the world. She

has also endowed a poetry series that has attract-
ed many of the nation’s finest poets and has
rapidly become one of the top poetry festivals in
the country.

On the occasions when I have had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Mrs. Ball, I have always come
away from these conversations with an apprecia-
tion for her lively wit, her passionate commitment
to education, and her vision of the university’s
role in the community, especially in influencing
children and young people. She is strongly dedi-
cated to the humanities and what they bring —
enriching the imagination, heightening the sense
of wonder, and connecting our stories. In estab-
lishing the lecture series, she has created some-
thing beautiful that has instructed and inspired.

By Dr. Wallace Daniel

Mrs. Virginia Beall Ball



A student at Baylor when Dr. A.J. Armstrong
campaigned to build the Armstrong Browning
Library and to make it the center for the study of
Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Mrs.
Ball saw the world brought to the campus. Such
experiences also took place in the visits to the
campus of poets Robert Frost and Amy Lowell,
the opportunity to hear them read their poetry,
and the chance to encounter them as people.
These were far from momentary adventures; they
remained vividly alive in
Mrs. Ball’s mind.

She has always had her
vision firmly affixed on the
future. “Mrs. Ball had a lot
of foresight,” recalled Dr.
Herbert H. Reynolds, presi-
dent emeritus, “to perpetu-
ate the memory of her
mother and Mrs. Russell
and to transform the cam-
pus by making it more
appreciative of the humani-
ties and their liberating
effects on human beings.”

Dr. Reynolds had formed
a close relationship with
Mrs. Ball, visiting her and
Mr. Ball at their home in
Muncie several times.
Important also in the origins of the lecture series
were the conversations between Mr. and Mrs.
Ball and Mr. Tom Parrish, the first development
officer of Baylor University. The concrete shape
of the lecture series came on a trip made by Mr.
Parrish and Dr. Robert Collmer, chair of the
Department of English, to see Mr. and Mrs. Ball
in the early 1980s. Mrs. Ball was “greatly inter-
ested in the humanities and the liberal arts as the
base on which civilization is built and on their
role in cultivating the imagination, in enabling us
to see life responsibly and to see it whole,” Mr.
Parrish said. In that vision a lecture series was
born.

Since its beginning, the lecture series has
stood on the shoulders of many people — 

Dr. Reynolds, Mr. Parrish, Dr. Collmer, Dr. John
Belew, former chief academic officer of the
University, and of faculty leaders who chaired the
committee and brought to campus writers and
scholars of the highest caliber. To recall these
faculty leaders is to cite individuals who had
strong personal commitments to Mrs. Ball’s
vision of the humanities: Dr. Jochem
Burckhardt, former chair of the Department of
Modern Foreign Languages; Professor Ann

Miller of the Department
of English; and Dr. William
M. Jensen of the
Department of Art. In his
inimitable, graceful style,
Dr. Robert M. Baird, chair
of the Department of
Philosophy, has presided at
the evening banquets fol-
lowing the lectures. Faculty
members who served on the
committee contributed
many hours to making the
events memorable occa-
sions. The atmosphere that
they created, the opportuni-
ty to participate in the life
of the mind, and the con-
nection of the campus to

the world have elicited not
brief shining moments but ones that have often
transformed and endured.

Since 1991 Dr. James W. Vardaman of the
Department of History and The Jo Murphy
Chair of International Education has chaired the
committee with great skill and passion. He has
shown remarkable persistence, pursuing some of
the speakers over many years, refusing to give up
on Moyers and Milosz, to cite two examples.
Building on the foundation created earlier, Dr.
Vardaman has brought his own distinctive quali-
ties to the series. During this decade, it would be
difficult to find the equal of Dr. Vardaman’s love
of learning, commitment to students, knowledge
both of British history and of international
affairs, and dedication to the liberal arts.
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Dr. James W. Vardaman

“Dr. Vardaman

has the uncommon

capacity to 

connect students

to a larger world

outside themselves,

in all that world’s

beauty and 

splendor, conflicts

and aspirations.” 
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Dr. Vardaman exemplifies the person who, in
the words of the English poet Stephen Spender,
is “truly great…those who in their lives fought
for life, / who wore at their hearts the fire’s cen-
tre.”

A colleague of Dr. Vardaman’s for many
years, I have witnessed repeatedly his care for
students, his extensive preparation for every

class he taught,
his uncommon
ability to spark
the imagination,
his loyalty to
Baylor, his dislike
of mediocrity,
and his passion-
ate insistence on
excellence. He is
an engaging sto-
ryteller; he has
the uncommon
capacity to con-
nect students to a
larger world out-
side themselves,
in all that world’s
beauty and
splendor, con-
flicts and aspira-
tions. In the
international
programs he has

created, he has tried to take Baylor students to
the world. While such trips may not be possible
for many students, he has brought the world to
the campus, serving as chair of the Beall-Russell
Lecture Series, until his recent retirement from
teaching, and connecting in a significant way to
Mrs. Ball’s vision of the humanities.

The humanities make us aware of the rich-
ness and complexity of the human experience.
They connect us to the world in ways that go
beyond the everyday and the commonplace,
freeing the mind to hear its calling. They nour-

ish the imagination, broaden one’s outlook, and
heighten the sense of responsibility. At a time
of constant clamor for specialization, the
humanities remind us of the interconnectedness
of all of creation. They enable us to raise the
questions that a great university must raise for
creativity and dialogue to be cultivated. That is
where Mrs. Ball, the Beall-Russell Lecture
Series, and Dr. Vardaman’s leadership have con-
verged. They have helped give the University a
larger realization of what it is.

As the University looks toward the future, it
is poised to build further on this foundation. It
is not an opportunity to be taken lightly. The
values the series has espoused and the commit-
ments to excellence that it has embraced are as
inspiring as they are challenging. These values
were best expressed by Milosz at Baylor in
February:

Pure beauty, benediction: you are all I gathered
From a life that was bitter and confused.
In which I learned about evil, my own and not my own.
Wonder kept seizing me, and I recall only wonder. �
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Dr. Wallace Daniel
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

The atmosphere created in
the Beall-Russell
Lectures, the opportunity
to participate in the life
of the mind, and the 
connection of the 
campus to the world have
elicited not brief shining
moments but ones that
have often transformed
and endured.

Bill Moyers
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Dr. Jesse W. Jones has more than enough to
keep him busy: teaching full time and

commuting between Waco and his home in
Dallas, and serving his fourth two-year term in
the Texas House of Representatives. This Baylor
chemistry professor manages to balance all this,
however, without sacrificing what matters most
to him as a professional — his students.

“I consider myself a college professor first,”
Dr. Jones said. When the Texas Legislature is in
session, Dr. Jones takes a leave of absence from
the University. Despite a busy schedule, he
makes his students top priority, striving to pro-
vide a meaningful academic experience for them.

“I try to maintain a free exchange of ideas
without fear of venturing into an area where the
answer may not be known,” he said. “In these
dialogues and investigations, we have to keep it
open-ended. Learning is kind of like a game of
chess.”

Apparently, it is a philosophy that works.
“Dr. Jones teaches a large number and a wide

range of students in our department,” said Dr.
Marianna Busch, chair of the Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry. “And student com-
ments on his evaluations indicate that students
have a great deal of respect for Dr. Jones as a per-
son and for his knowledge and interest in chem-
istry.”

Aside from his course load, Dr. Jones also
supervises undergraduate research students and
participates in the Summer Undergraduate
Research Program, in which students complete a
research project and give oral and written reports
of their findings. His research projects focus on
the synthesis and structure determination of
organic compounds of biological significance, an
area of considerable interest to premed students,
especially biochemistry majors, Dr. Busch said.

“I encourage students to not only do their
best, but to do something that they like and do it
well,” Dr. Jones said. “Usually there are rewards.”

He speaks from experience. In December, two
chapters of the American Chemical Society
jointly honored Dr. Jones with the inaugural

American Chemical Society Texas Public Service
Award for Contributions to Science and
Education. The award recognizes Dr. Jones’ con-
tributions to the development of public policy
that benefits science and education. This award
was given by the ACS’s Heart O’ Texas section,
of which Dr. Jones is a member, and the
Dallas/Fort Worth section, because he represents
a Dallas district in the House. The award cere-
mony was held at the University of Texas at
Dallas.

“I was surprised to see such a large delegation
from the (chemistry) department and from the
University,” Dr. Jones said. “The weather really
was inclement and in spite of that, it was a
respectable crowd of chemists. It was a fantastic
night.”

Dr. Jones also has seen his share of victories in
the legislature. During the last House session,
$100 million was allocated for scholarships for
college students. Dr. Jones, a strong supporter of
the legislation, served on the conference commit-
tee that forged a compromise between different
House and Senate versions of the bill.

Additionally, Dr. Jones’ participation in both
education and politics was lauded in an article
about the 27th annual meeting of the national
Organization for the Professional Advancement
of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers that
appeared in Chemical & Engineering News, the
official weekly magazine of the American
Chemical Society.

Such recognition and achievement make Dr.
Jones an asset to Baylor and its students, Dr.
Busch said.

“As a successful Ph.D. faculty member, com-
munity and church leader, and a political advo-
cate for education and science, he serves as a 
role model for others, especially our minority 
students,” she said. “Dr. Jones has very high
expectations of his students, and many respond
very favorably to someone who can demonstrate
that it is possible to succeed and realize your
dreams.” �
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Call Him Professor
Legislator Jesse Jones keeps professional priorities straight

By LoAna Lopez
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Gus Glasscock may have come to Baylor
in 1935 to pursue his main interest,
football, but he has stayed involved for

six decades because of quite another interest,
environmental studies.

Now 82, Glasscock could sit back and enjoy
the good life he’s built as an oilman and rancher,
but his interests and activities are as diverse as
ever. From the pigskin to cowhide, from oil
drills and ranches to philanthropy and ecology,
this former student and trustee still has new
fields to explore — this time in the academic
venue.

Last year he established a fund of $140,000 to
award seven annual scholarships to environmen-
tal studies students. It’s just the latest of a long
line of philanthropic donations he and his family
have made to the University.

“They’ve got some real bright students there,
and they’ve done some great things,” Glasscock
said about the environmental studies program.
“I want to see them have the opportunity to
study things that maybe have not been looked at
before.”

That perspective reflects the innovative
research now under way in the department,
including local and international studies in air
pollution, ecotourism, ethanol production, and
water research.

Being able to look at things in new ways was
in no small part what propelled this second-
generation oilman to prosperity and success.
Glasscock was born February 19, 1918, in San
Antonio to Charles Gus Glasscock Sr., a circus
performer and wildcat oil driller, and Lucille
Freeman Glasscock. In 1946, he wed Bonnie
Smith, to whom he was married for 53 years,
until her death in 1999. He has three sons —
twins Gus and Don, and Robert — and several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Glasscock attended Baylor for three years,
beginning in 1935. As a freshman, he went out
for the football team, his first love at the
University.

“I wasn’t any good at all,” he chuckled. “Not
big enough, not fast enough. So it was probably
fortunate that I fractured my ankle and had to

drop out of the sport.”
Glasscock was no fair-weather fan, though.

He stuck with the Bears and saw them through
to some exciting victories. “They hadn’t won a
conference title in 50 years until I became a
trustee,” joked Glasscock, who served on Baylor’s
Board from 1974 to 1983.

Glasscock left Baylor in his junior year and
pursued a variety of business ventures, including
working with his family in the oil business.
Today, he is known primarily as an oilman and
rancher who has been involved in mining, con-
struction, and other businesses. He works at his
office in Houston about once a week; otherwise,
his time is spent on his 8,500-acre ranch nearby
in Columbus raising cows, bulls, and horses and
harvesting pecans. His work outdoors led to his
concern for environmental issues.

“I’ve been involved in a lot of different busi-
nesses that have some effect on the environ-
ment,” he said.

Glasscock and his family have maintained
close ties to Baylor in a number of ways through
the years, but his focus increasingly is on stu-
dents and academics, he said.

“I call it positive environmentalism. What we
need now is some way to combat the pollutants
of water and the air. You have to find those pol-
lutants at their source or find an economic way
to clean them up — there is a lot of room for
that kind of work,” he said. “My hope is that
Baylor will be able to attract and educate stu-
dents who want to study environmental issues
and make a difference.”

In the early ’70s, David Hawkins of the
Baylor Alumni Association asked Glasscock to
become involved with the fledgling environmen-
tal studies program at Baylor.

“The first time I ever was made aware of the
need for environmental studies was when some
Baylor folks asked me about placing a memorial
flower garden for my parents on that site across
from the main campus,” he said, referring to an
area near the Brazos River off University Parks
Drive. At the time, there was no building desig-
nated for the program.

Glasscock and his family helped Baylor raise

Looking at Things in New Ways
Oilman, rancher shows lifelong commitment to Baylor and ecology

By LoAna Lopez
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Dr. Merle Alexander (left) and Gus
Glasscock at the new environmental
studies facility, dedicated in 1975.
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the $350,000 needed for the program’s original
facilities. In 1975, the Glasscock Environmental
Studies Building, a 5,450-square-foot structure,
was dedicated. Glasscock, his wife, and mother
later helped Baylor fund a second building, the
Glasscock Energy Research Building.

“They did a good job with what money they
had and what money we gave to them,”
Glasscock said, referring to the early leadership
of Dr. Owen Lind, professor of biology, and Dr.
Merle Alexander, professor emeritus of physics.

Dr. Alexander, who retired in 1996, said the
idea for an institute of environmental issues took
shape 30 years ago.

“In 1970, Baylor became very interested in
environmental problems,” he said. “We didn’t
know much about them, but we were interested
in working on them.” In 1993, the Institute
became a department offering a degree program
in which a student could earn a double major in
environmental studies and a traditional disci-
pline.

Today, students in the department can earn a
degree in environmental studies as part of a dou-
ble major with 28 hours, plus the course require-
ments for the other major. This provides a foun-
dation in a traditional discipline, as well as
opportunities for specialized environmental
study. A minor consisting of 19 semester hours
also is offered. At the graduate level, students
with a B.S. can earn an M.S.; students with a
B.A. can earn the master of environmental stud-
ies degree.

Dr. Alexander became director of the Institute
in 1975. When he first met Glasscock, he was
intrigued by this oil driller and rancher who had
a real concern for conservation. “Even though
some might say that oil people don’t think along
those lines, his father had pointed him in that
direction,” Dr. Alexander said. “Because of his
support, he was very interested in the program,
and you could talk to him at any time.”

Dr. Lind also remembers the early days of the
Institute and Glasscock’s commitment to its
future.

“Mr. Glasscock became one of the earliest
financial supporters of the Environmental
Studies Institute," he said. “It was his gift of a
building that permitted the Institute to have a
visible identity on campus, in the community
and across the state.”

Recent physical changes for the program

should further increase its visibility on campus
and strengthen its profile among students.
Because of the construction of the Sheila and
Walter Umphrey Law Center on the Institute’s
original site, the environmental studies program
has been moved to the Goebel Building, and the
Glasscock Energy Research Center is being relo-
cated to Eastland Lakes. It will serve as a
secondary lab in which undergraduate stu-
dents can conduct a variety of direct
research in a natural setting.

The program’s move in May into the
extensively renovated Goebel Building
brings it to a more centrally located site on
campus and closer to other Baylor science
facilities. The department now has
teaching, research, and water laborato-
ries; four classrooms; offices for faculty
and students; a faculty/student work
room; a conference library and
seminar room; and a kitchen
and lounge area.

Along with these physical
changes, personnel changes
also are in the works as the University continues
its search for a new department chair. Dr. Lee
C. Nordt, assistant professor of geology, has been
acting chair since fall 1999.

The future of environmental studies at Baylor
is promising, both for the department and its
students, said Dr. Benjamin A. Pierce,
associate dean for sciences in the College
of Arts and Sciences and professor of biol-
ogy. And Glasscock’s avid support has
been the bedrock upon which it was built.

“I can’t think of anyone who has a
longer history of support for an academic
program here at Baylor than Gus
Glasscock,” Dr. Pierce said. “He has
played a crucial role in the development
and growth of the environmental studies
program throughout its history. He
invested in the program early and contin-
ued to support facilities, research, and
scholarships through the years. His latest
gifts this past year — to fund scholarships
for students in environmental studies —
are evidence of his continuing commitment
to the future of the program.” Given the specific
problems on which the program is focusing, the
future is bright, indeed. �

Dr. John Belew (from left), Gus Glasscock,
Dr. Maxwell Shauck, and Bill Holmberg of the
Department of Energy, Washington, District of
Columbia, at a presentation in 1983.

Gus Glasscock and his grandson, J. D. Glasscock.
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Student Profiles
By Kate Murray Langston

As the Greyhound bus slowly pulled out of 
Alsea, Oregon, the significance of leaving

home for faraway Baylor University hit 18-year-
old Marcelo Marlow Blackburn hard.

He knew he would not have the opportunity
to return home to see his beloved parents — his
“best friends” — during this life-transforming
first year of college. For Blackburn, closing a
chapter of his life and embarking on a new jour-
ney was both frightening and sobering.

“When we were pulling away from the sta-
tion, I realized that, when I returned, it would
be as a visitor,” Blackburn said. “I had not really
thought about that until I was on the
Greyhound with all my belongings with me. It
took me some time to get used to the idea. I
had three days on the trip to think about what I
was doing. It was a significant time in my life.”

It has been four years
since Blackburn made
that cross-country trip to
Baylor University, and
they have been full and
rewarding years. He has
mentored at-risk chil-
dren through a program at Seventh & James
Baptist Church, studied in China for a year, and
received a bachelor of arts degree in Asian stud-
ies and economics in May.

A participant in the Honors Program, which
he described as “one of the best experiences I’ve
had at Baylor,” Blackburn also found time to be
part of the Model United Nations team, the
Foreign Affairs Society, and the International
Studies Association. A top-notch student, he is

a member of the prestigious Phi Beta Kappa
society and was recognized as Outstanding
Student in Economics during his final semester
at Baylor.

“Marlow was one of those quiet students who
ended up doing amazing things,” said Dr. D. E.
Mungello, professor of history and director of
the Asian studies program. “He thrived in a
remote study-abroad program in China because
his mind and personality are like still waters that
run very deep.”

Blackburn said his Christian faith played a
large role in his decision to attend Baylor, where
he “wanted to see how people integrated faith
with their job of teaching.” The people he met
at Baylor helped make his experience an enjoy-
able and successful one.

“I’ve really enjoyed the people at Baylor,” he
said. “My professors
have been interested in
me as a student and as a
person, and everyone
has been so hospitable.
Baylor is such a friendly
place, where people real-

ly care about each other.”
Once again, Blackburn is closing a chapter in

his life — his college years and Baylor experi-
ence — and embarking on yet another journey.

“In the near future, I want to go back to
China,” he said. “As for long-term plans, I don’t
know what I’ll be doing. I had a vague idea
when I entered college, but any idea I had then
has disappeared. Graduate school probably is in
my future.” �

Marcelo Marlow Blackburn

“My professors have been 

interested in me as a student

and as a person.”
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Kai’Iah Matthews James may not have
received her college degree in education,

but she is a good teacher. Any of the Baylor
student athletes she helped tutor to academic
success would agree.

James will tell you that she, too, learned quite
a few lessons through her tutoring experiences
at Baylor. Above all, she learned that academic
success doesn’t come easily for everyone, but
with encouragement, it is possible.

“Tutoring students has been a challenge, but
it has been a wonderful
learning experience,” said
James, a North Carolina
native who graduated
from high school in
Irving, Texas. “Student
athletes receive so much
encouragement on the
field or court, but they
may not feel that same
level of encouragement with their academics.
The Lord put me in a role to step in and offer
the academic encouragement they need.”

James certainly stepped up to the plate, not
only in her tutoring — which sometimes
amounted to 20 hours a week — but also in her
many other pursuits. She worked as a telecoun-
selor for the University, helping high school
seniors choose a university to attend. She also
was involved in Bible study and volunteer work
for Mission Waco, a nonprofit service agency for
the homeless. She excelled in her own academic
pursuits, earning membership in the Golden
Key Honor Society, a bachelor of arts degree in

communications, and recognition as
Outstanding Student in Communications her
senior year.

“The Baylor family is so kind to recognize
students who do well academically,” she said of
the outstanding student honor. “I put a lot of
hard work into obtaining my degree, and every-
thing I put into it was worth it.”

James also has great appreciation for the
lessons she learned from her professors, especial-
ly those who shared their own values in the

classroom.
“I had so many good

classes at Baylor with pro-
fessors who weren’t afraid
to connect intellectual and
spiritual matters,” James
said. “There was a spiri-
tual connection — how
what I was studying in
class could help me in my

spiritual walk.”
Married this past June to Baylor football

player Odell James, she will pursue a graduate
degree in communications at Baylor and later
plans to obtain a doctorate. Although she was
busy this summer serving an internship at
Fletcher Communications, a Waco public rela-
tions agency, James didn’t distance herself from
her favorite job — tutoring athletes.

“I take my tutoring job very seriously, and I
see it as a challenge to bring out the academic
talent in the athlete,” she said. “I can see the
spirit and soul of the athlete and see past their
physical talent to that academic potential.” �

Kai’Iah Matthews James

W hether in Siberia, Scotland, Amsterdam,
Berlin, or Waco, Marcus Brady Foster

feels at home wherever he is involved in mission
work. It is what he enjoyed most during his
years at Baylor and what he plans to do in the
future.

“I was on a ministry scholarship for part of
my college years, and I am very proud of that,”
said Foster, a classics major who traveled over-
seas on short-term missions trips during his
summers as a student. “Receiving the scholar-
ship required me to make a statement about my

calling to the ministry. That statement has been
a spiritual challenge for my life and has helped
me see where I am headed.”

Exactly where that is, though, Foster doesn’t
know. He plans on more overseas travel for
long-term mission work, and he also is interest-
ed in pursuing a graduate degree in classics and
becoming a professor. So far, his life has been
full of academic and personal challenges, tri-
umphs, and great memories.

Foster graduated in May with a bachelor of
arts degree he earned through both the Honors

Marcus Brady Foster
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Program and the Baylor Interdisciplinary Core.
He credits the relationships he had with his pro-
fessors for helping him achieve academic success.

“The relationships I’ve had with my professors
are what I’ve enjoyed most at Baylor,” Foster
said. “I think that is one of the highlights of
Baylor, that you get to have a more personal rela-
tionship with your professors. It allows a differ-
ent dynamic to the education
process that really allows
them to invest in you and for
you to be mentored.”

Dr. Alden Smith, chair of
classics and director of the
University Scholars Program,
was one of Foster’s mentors.

“Marcus Foster is a special
young man. He represents all the best of Baylor,
an intellectual person whose life is an exercise of
faith,” Dr. Smith said. “As a senior, Marcus
embraced the challenges of a rigorous research
agenda as he wrote a first-rate thesis on the pro-
logue to John’s gospel. I am very proud of

Marcus Foster.”
Although much of Foster’s time in college was

devoted to academics, he also participated in
worship bands and led cell groups in his Waco
church, Antioch Community Church.

“I co-pastor a group of 10 to 12 college-age
people, and I really have enjoyed leading worship
and meeting with them for discipleship,” he said.

Foster plans to pursue his
interest in cell-group ministry
through Antioch Training
School, a program his church
offers. He also spent this sum-
mer on short-term music evan-
gelism trips in Central Asia
and Berlin.

No matter what the future
holds, Foster will spend it ministering to others
— a commitment that took root at Baylor.

“In high school I developed a desire to do
youth ministry,” he said, “but the desire has been
further developed thanks to my experiences in
my church and at Baylor.” �

With a lifelong dream of being a pediatri-
cian, Arthur Chavason came to Baylor

four years ago with a clear mission — to succeed
academically and qualify for admission into med-
ical school.

This May, Chavason left Baylor with a biolo-
gy degree in hand, heading for medical school at
Texas Tech University. Mission accomplished.

Along the way, though, Chavason found time
to enjoy his Baylor experience.

“I really enjoyed the friendly atmosphere at
Baylor,” he said. “I lived in the
dorms for three years, which
was really great because I made
several good friends. And I also
enjoyed the small classes at
Baylor because of the personal interaction I was
able to have with my professors, who also became
my friends.”

While keeping up with his challenging stud-
ies, the Baytown, Texas student also found time
for membership in Beta Beta Beta, a biology
honor society; Golden Key Honor Society; and
Alpha Epsilon Delta, the premedical/predental
honor society. Through AED, he volunteered in
the Waco community, an experience he enjoyed.

“I volunteered at a day care center,” Chavason

said, “and the kids really grew on me. It was so
much fun, and it gave me the opportunity to
learn how to relate to kids before I do it as a
pediatrician.”

Chavason also was involved in the Honors
Program, one of his most challenging and
rewarding experiences at Baylor. When the aca-
demic responsibilities sometimes seemed over-
whelming, he recalled the example his parents set
when they first came to the United States.

“My parents, who came to the United States
from Thailand, have been a posi-
tive influence in my life. My
father came first, speaking little to
no English, and he would go to
work during the day and then

attend school at night,” Chavason said.
“That is what kept me going at 1:30 or 2 in

the morning when I knew I needed to keep on
studying,” he added. “I always thought, ‘If my
father can do it, I can do it.’”

At this new threshold in his life, Chavason
believes he is prepared to meet the challenges of
medical school and his future profession.

“I figure that if I can handle the Honors
Program and all it requires, then I can handle
medical school,” he said. �

Arthur Chavason
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Laura Seay has participated in Harvard’s
prestigious Model United Nations simula-

tion for nine years and has been named Best
Delegate three times.

It is an astonishing accomplishment few oth-
ers can claim. The annual program is the largest
and oldest of its kind, bringing together more
than 2,000 students and faculty advisers from
colleges and universities around the world.

“It’s been a great experience, and it was a lot
of fun,” said Seay, who graduated in May with a
bachelor of arts in international studies. “First,
you work with a team, so you get to know other
people really well and make a lot of good
friends. But also it is a great learning experi-
ence, especially since it is
related to my major. You
learn about international
issues, and you study topics
in-depth that we didn’t
always have time to cover in
the classroom.”

Seay, who came to Baylor
from Franklin, Tennessee, said that involvement
with the team was a “huge time commitment,”
approximately 150 hours of class time, meetings,
and independent research each year. Despite
the long hours preparing for conferences, she
still found time to volunteer with Habitat for
Humanity and participate in Alpha Phi Omega,
a service fraternity. She also served as president
of the International Studies Association and as
historian for Mortar Board.

Seay’s academic diligence helped her earn the
esteemed titles of Outstanding Student in the
College of Arts and Sciences for the fall 1999
semester and Outstanding Student in
International Studies for the 1999-2000 acade-
mic year.

That dedication won her not only titles, but
the admiration of faculty. Dr. Marc H. Ellis,
University Professor of American and Jewish
Studies, spoke highly of Seay.

“In my interactions with her I have come to
admire the combination of rootedness and
exploration so common to Baylor students,” Dr.

Ellis said. “My own sense is that Laura will
make a tremendous contribution to Christianity
and the world in the coming years. As a
teacher, it is these kinds of students that make
teaching a vocation worth pursuing.”

The balance between academics, service, and
fun made her years at Baylor a successful experi-
ence, Seay said.

“Baylor is what you make of it,” she said.
“Baylor offers a good balance, and that is impor-
tant to have. It’s not just about studying here.
Students go to the football games, have social
lives, and are involved in the community. And
the great thing is that the University wants its
students to do those kinds of things.”

Seay counts a semester-
abroad trip to Africa in 1998
with the international studies
program as among her most
valued experiences at Baylor.
She and other students spent
time with a family in a remote
village with no electricity or

running water — “a character-building experi-
ence,” she smiled.

Also at the top of Seay’s list is her involve-
ment with the Honors Program. “The Honors
Program encourages excellence, and it has been
a valuable experience,” she said.

Her hard work, dedication, and commitment
to academic excellence have brought some excit-
ing opportunities. She spent this past summer
interning at the U. S. Embassy in Cameroon,
Africa, and this fall she begins working toward a
master’s degree in African studies at Yale
University, where she was awarded a full schol-
arship.

Seay credits much of her undergraduate suc-
cess to the people she met at Baylor.

“I really appreciate how much the faculty,
staff, and administration are committed to stu-
dents,” she said. “So many people have gone to
such lengths for me and have done so many
helpful, wonderful things for me. That is some-
thing I think is unique to Baylor.” �

Laura Seay

“So many people have
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Upon meeting Katherine Van Horn Schmidt,
one can’t help but wonder about her secret

to success. After all, she’s been named
Outstanding Student in the College of Arts and
Sciences and Outstanding Senior in Psychology.
Plus, she is a member of Phi Beta Kappa society
and of Who's Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges.

How can anyone who graduated from college
in just three years, especially from Baylor’s chal-
lenging Honors Program, be as relaxed, happy,
and down-to-earth as she is? 

Schmidt, who comes from Herndon,
Virginia, is quick to share her secret: balance.

“I felt there was a balance to be had at Baylor,
which was a lot of the reason I came here,” she
said. “I went to a high school for science and
math, and I loved my experiences there, but I
wasn’t really convinced that some of the other
students there had a sense of
balance between academic pur-
suits and developing as a per-
son.”

To find that balance, Schmidt
joined Zeta Tau Alpha sorority,
where she found numerous
opportunities for personal growth.

“Zeta was a good way for me to be involved
in many different aspects of the University, but
it also gave me the opportunity to take part in
service beyond the Baylor campus in the Waco
community,” she said.

Schmidt worked in soup kitchens, visited
shut-ins at nursing homes, and participated in
Race for the Cure, which benefits breast cancer
research, in Dallas, Fort Worth, and
Washington, D.C.

As much as Schmidt values her extracurricu-
lar activities at Baylor, she also appreciates the
opportunities she found for intellectual growth.
Through her participation in the Honors
Program, she discovered Edward O. Wilson’s
book Consilience: The Unity of Knowledge, which

helped her define her interest in cognitive psy-
chology.

“Consilience is about how we need to take
information from different areas and synthesize
it to get a greater understanding of any given
issue,” Schmidt said. “I read the book and began
doing a lot of digging within myself and also in
external materials. That is when I realized I was
very interested in cognitive psychology and a
scientific approach to learning how people
remember things.”

With a bachelor of arts degree in psychology,
Schmidt will begin graduate studies in cognitive
psychology at the University of Maryland this
fall. She will be working with Dr. Thomas O.
Nelson, “one of the country’s pre-eminent mem-
ory researchers,” according to Dr. Charles A.
Weaver, associate professor of psychology and
neuroscience at Baylor and director of the

University’s doctoral program in
neuroscience.

“Katherine is one of those stu-
dents who comes along once in a
decade. She is exceptionally
bright, and she combines that
with an almost unbelievable work

ethic,” Dr. Weaver said. “She also has that rare
gift of ‘completion,’ being able to assess a prob-
lem, see what needs to be done to solve it, and
find a way to get it done. Five years from now, I
have no doubt that she will be drawing similar
raves from those at the University of Maryland.”

After marrying her high school sweetheart,
Micah Schmidt, in August, her long-term plans
include college-level teaching. She believes she
had the best role models for this career in her
Baylor professors.

“After receiving a Ph.D., I want to be in
academia,” she said. “I hope to one day be a
professor at a small- or medium-size school.
I know I want to have interaction with stu-
dents.” �

Katherine Van Horn Schmidt

“I felt there was a 

balance to be 

had at Baylor.”
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Spend any length of time with Tom Parrish, Baylor’s first devel-
opment officer (1963-1985), and the conversation will soon

turn to his passion for the liberal arts at Baylor. It is a subject
about which he feels strongly, and one on which his wisdom
resounds.

On education:
Education is a vital part of a young person’s experience, and

where you get that education matters. When you’re 18 years old,
you are in the process of being formed. You are as malleable as the
clay on the potter’s wheel. And you absorb like a sponge if you’re
alive and awake.

The greatest thing that happens at a liberal arts college is for a
student to be exposed to a teacher who has a passionate love for his
subject and communicates that passion. To that professor, it is not
just the way to make a living…. And I insist that there are no dull
subjects…because the world and the subjects are too rich and too
much knowledge is out there, available and accessible. I think a
great teacher could make a very interesting lecture on earthworms.

On the importance of the liberal arts in a
society increasingly focused on careerism:
Well, the liberal arts are terribly undervalued and unappreciat-

ed. They are, however, as important today as they were when the
founders of Baylor University established the University in 1845 —
before the University of Texas had been founded. Texas was devel-
oping, and the leaders had a vision not only of settling Texas but of
producing a civilization. As a part of that vision necessary to pro-
duce a civilized society of free men, they placed great value on the
liberal arts education…. It’s the means by which we produce civi-
lized, free men and women. It’s the fount of liberty. And the time
to be exposed to it is when you’re young; and if you bypass it when
you’re young, you scarcely ever catch up and make up for it. That’s
why I think Baylor ought to continue to emphasize the liberal arts
college and needs to find some friends of the liberal arts to endow
that undergraduate school because the soul and heartbeat of Baylor
University is its undergraduate education — always has been, and
always will be into the foreseeable future.

On what makes Baylor graduates unique:
The main reason I love Baylor is the graduates I’ve known…. A

lot of them are old men now and a lot of them are dead. But they
were people of an insight, a tolerance, a breadth of view and vision
that no technical education can give you. They were great human
beings, and that’s what a liberal arts college produces, great human
beings…. That’s the way to judge a university; what kind of peo-
ple does it turn out? 

Baylor has produced great
men and women across the
years, and at the heart of it is a
liberal arts education. Three of
my good friends are Baylor
graduates, and their love for
Baylor comes through. I love to
be around them, I really do,
because they are fine people.
And that background of their
youth comes through in their
conversation and their attitudes
and outlooks as old men. A lib-
eral arts education stays with
you all your life. It is something
deposited within you that ís still
a fountain of youth when you can no longer pass an examination
on any subject you took in college. That residue is still there.

A personal definition of a 
liberal arts education:
I call a liberal arts education a head-first plunge into the funda-

mental possibilities of human existence itself. That’s what it is. It’s
a plunge, and it gives you that smorgasbord of the achievements of
humanity and of civilization, the arts and sciences, and every aspect
of life. It helps you discover what it is to be human…. Great
writers and thinkers — such as Solzhenitsyn, Twain, Eliot,
Faulkner, Pasternak — give you what they see, not what you want
from them. They are people who are passionately engaged in the
pursuit of truth and in conveying that truth. That’s what I love
about it.

On the religious impulse involved 
in freeing the mind to become itself,
to hear its calling:
There is a profoundly religious impulse in hearing your calling.

It is inconceivable that any future development of science and
technology will render that impulse obsolete or irrelevant. The
value of the search for our meaning as humans in this technological
age is more important now than ever….

I’ve often meditated and thought about the book of Exodus —
one of the seminal books of human freedom — because it describes
one of the first revolutions in human experience and thought. The
slave people, leaving Egypt: the problem is how will they be
shaped into a people with a sense of destiny, a sense of identity?
How will they be molded together, not just as a bunch of religious
individuals, but as a people?  They experience the Red Sea, and

From Twain to Pasternak: A Visit with Tom Parrish
The University’s first development officer muses on the role of liberal arts at Baylor
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they march down to the mountain, and Moses gives them the Law,
the Ten Commandments.

I have thought a lot about the Ten Commandments…the com-
mon denominator of the Ten Commandments is to prohibit the
things that break the bonds of society, and the bonds of society are
tremendously important. I guess Rousseau called it “the social
contract.” I call it “the bonds of society.” Bonds are deeper than
any contract. You can meet the terms of a contract with a man
without forming a bond…. And this is what I love about Baylor
graduates: they are people who encourage and sustain the bonds of
society, in whatever pursuit they follow.

You have spoken on occasion about Baylor 
being a moral beacon in this region. What
do you think that beacon has been?  
I became keenly aware of this significance when we started the

development program. I used to go out and seek money for
Baylor. Some of the people I contacted were not Baylorites, but all
of the people were the kind who could appreciate Baylor’s moral
and spiritual contribution to our society and knew that Baylor
graduates made solid citizens. They saw Baylor as a school that
put the building stones and blocks in society that hold it together.
And a school that can do that is as much to be valued in our free
society as a military institute that produces our generals or our
admirals. And people are aware of that.

You are a constant, lifelong learner.
How would you say the liberal arts 
have enriched who you are? 
I love poetry. Here is the greatest poetic symbol of a liberal

education — from Keats’ “On First Looking into Chapman’s
Homer”: “Much have I traveled in the realms of gold, / And many
goodly states and kingdoms seen; / Round many western island
have I been / Which bards in fealty to Apollo hold. / Oft of one
wide expanse had I been told / That deep-browed Homer ruled as
his domesne; / Yet did I never breathe it pure serene / Till I heard
Chapman speak out loud and bold.” Now listen to this: “Then
felt I like some watcher of the skies / When a new planet swims
into his ken; / Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes / He
stared at the Pacific — and all his men / Looked at each other
with a wild surmise — / Silent, upon a peak in Darien.”

That poem symbolizes the kind of mind we’re talking about —
one that pushes new planets into the ken. The book As I
Remember Him by Hans Zinsser (who also wrote Rats, Lice, and
History) had that sort of effect on me. John Steinbeck’s The Grapes
of Wrath did, too. You don’t ever forget something like that scene
where the children are so hungry and the waitress sees them look-
ing at that candy. And they didn’t have the money to buy it. A
young man I met at a bookstore one morning was waiting there for
the doors to open so he could buy that book. He said he had
stayed up all night to finish reading the library’s copy and he want-
ed to own the book. He said, “I heard my grandfather and I’d
heard my parents talk about the Great Depression; I’d read about it
in books, but I never understood what they were talking about

until I read The Grapes of Wrath.” You see?  A new planet came
into his ken. The book becomes part of you, your core system.
Like Pasternak’s Zhivago, after you read it, you will always see that
candle burning in the window. A revered artist has opened your
mind to the human situation.

Huckleberry Finn is another book that I marvel at, and the
longer I live the more I marvel at it. My conception of truth has
been determined in life by that book. You know, truth is greater
than facts — like the sum is greater than the parts. When I have
taught Huckleberry Finn, I have exulted in the deep humanity of
Huck’s compassion. Like when he is riding down the river and
Jim says, “Huck, there’s a light up there.” At two o’clock in the
morning, he sees the light. And Jim says, “What’s that light?”
Huck says, “Jim, maybe they’re sitting up for sick folk.” There are
those lines that come through with deep feelings — I call it a fel-
low-creature feeling.

This fellow-creature feeling to me is more important than intel-
lect because, as Percy Shelley says in his “A Defence of Poetry,” it is
founded in the power to imagine what you know. This means
when someone is burned, it hurts you as much as it hurts the other
person. The greatest way to acquire that feeling, if you aren’t born
with it, is through the artists and their ability to communicate.
Great painters, poets, and musicians have imagination. They have
the ability to feel what they know. If you study Huckleberry Finn,
you see that Huck was learning that Jim, the runaway slave, was a
human being, too — just as Huck was!  When we read what hap-
pened to Huck, then we have the ability to appropriate his experi-
ence and learn from it.

Is there a story in your experience 
where “the fellow-creature feeling”
was lived out in a special way? 
I don’t like to point out things about myself like this, but I was

commissioned in the South Pacific in September 1942. Detached
from my ship as an enlisted man and sent back to Pearl Harbor for
reassignment, I was put off at a little island down in the South
Pacific called Tonga. America was using it as a base, building up
supplies at the time, and it was on the Pearl Harbor-Australia
route. I had several days to wait. So I went to the port director
and said, “While I am waiting here, is there anything I can do to
make myself useful?” He said, “Yeah. I’ve got Navy working par-
ties down here. They’re unloading barges at night.” It was a shal-
low water port, and they were having to bring in supplies from out
in the channel, bringing them in on barges to the wharf and han-
dling them by hand. There was no heavy equipment.

The port director said, “Go down and take charge of that work-
ing party.” Well, there were about 36 men, natives, and a foreman
who was a native, too, but who could speak a little English. Tonga
had been an English protectorate, and a few people there spoke
English.

When I arrived at the workstation in my new Navy ensign’s
uniform, the foreman was working the men. About midnight, the
coxswain from the ship out in the harbor brought me a canteen of
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coffee and a sandwich for refreshment. I sat down and started to
set into that meal, and the first thing that occurred to me was,
“This is not right. The working party ought to have some sand-
wiches, too.” So my first order as a naval officer — and I knew
how to give orders because I’d been a school superintendent and
wasn’t timid — was, “Coxswain, go back to the ship and tell the
officer of the deck to send coffee and sandwiches for a working
party of 36 men.” “Aye, aye, sir,” he said, and away he went.

About 45 minutes later he came back with the biggest box of
sandwiches I’d ever seen in my life, coffee urn, coffee cups. I told
the interpreter/foreman, “Tell your men to knock off. We’ve got
these sandwiches and coffee for them.” Well, they descended up-
on those sandwiches and that coffee like blackbirds around a pea
barn in the winter time. They had their coffee and their food, and
they went back to work with enthusiasm. And in about five min-
utes, the interpreter came to me; he called me “Office.” He says,
“Office, my men want to sing for you.” I said, “Great, let’s knock
off and let them sing.” They stood up there. I never will forget
this scene under that Southern moon, and they sang two native
songs. I always said I didn’t understand a word they said, but I

understood the sentiment: “Thank you for considering us fellow
human beings.”

Any last comment? 
There is one last piece that I wanted to get to. It’s the main

one. Nobody disputes the Pauline authenticity of Philippians.
And in the fourth chapter, the eighth verse, Paul uses these words:
“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatev-
er is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,
if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things” (RSV). And here is my contention: Paul
is the biblical exemplar of the liberal arts. Every value he lists
there is fostered by the liberal arts. Only a man grounded in the
liberal arts would use those words, words that show the connection
between the human and the religious life, to explain the power of
the Christ experience. �

Editorial Note: Excerpts edited by Elizabeth Vardaman from a conversation recorded
June 30, 2000.

About the College
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Each morning many of us rush through
Burleson Quadrangle on our way to class or

work. We almost miss the mockingbirds fussing
at us from the shrubs; we forget to look up at the
spires or down at the busy squirrels. We are
focused on the tests, the homework, the responsi-
bilities awaiting us. Thinking of Keats or
German, of love or money, the people of Baylor
have been making the trek across these grounds
since 1886.

When I reach Burleson Hall, I climb the steps
and pass under a stained-glass transom dedicated
to Samuel Palmer Brooks, president from 1902 to
1931, and turning left, I enter a clean, well-
lighted place. Room 110 belongs to me — in a
manner of speaking. Sometimes I shake my head
that I am so fortunate to have an office in such a
grand old building. Built in 1887 and “dedicated
to female education and piety,”
this hall honors Georgia
Burleson, wife of Dr. Rufus
Burleson, twice president of
Baylor (at Independence and
in Waco). From my window
on the first floor, I can watch
students, heads held high, on
their way to learn things, and
scholarly professors, casting
studious glances at the side-
walk as they stride toward
great truths. All day they
make me happy. I love my
window and my room with a
view.

As evening approaches, the
tensions of the day fade and the pace of the cam-
pus slows. The lamps glow silver amid the trees
and against the porches of Carroll Library and
Carroll Science, gold against Old Main and
Burleson halls. The Quadrangle seems to sigh
and settle down into another self, a quiet, pewter-
and-shadow place. The oak trees turn into sil-
houettes against a slate sky; the stone benches
and green-and-gold swing wait patiently for the
occasional nocturnal visitor. Memorial markers
beside the trees and on lamp posts become harder

to read. No longer restricted to reality,
one can imagine time wrinkling here and
a million memories pealing from the old
black bells of Baylor at Independence
and of Waco University. Even the statue
of Dr. Burleson seems to enjoy this time
of day and to smile as two students, arm-
in-arm, stroll by.

On Baylor’s 155th birthday, a rainy
February 1st, at the close of a busy day, I
stood at the top of the Sesquicentennial
Walkway and surveyed the scene. “The
Quadrangle” is the working heart of the campus
to me; I’ve been paying my respects to it for near-
ly 40 years. From the spires to the cornerstones,
from the lamplights to the memorial bricks, it
represents what has always been, in my view, the
most important tradition at Baylor — distin-

guished teachers caring about
their students and their subjects
while dedicated students glean
from this place the sense of so
many things. We are an academy
of learners, young and old. And
the education we receive here —
well, as you know, it can trans-
form lives.

When I turned to leave, the
McLane Carillon rang from the
tower in Pat Neff Hall: 6:45.
Instead of hurrying off, I did
what many of you do when you
come back to visit Baylor: I
stopped and reconnected with my
undergraduate years. A litany of

faces and feelings rolled forth: Focus Week; my
friends; my professors; the Dean of Women,
Virginia Crump; the life lessons; my job on cam-
pus (at 60 cents an hour!); the struggles; the
grace; the poetry. For a moment, everything
seemed of a piece and whole. My two old pals
— Then and Now — joined me under the
umbrella. They walked with me all the way to
Eighth Street. �

Editorial Note: This is a slightly revised version of an essay that
ran in The Lariat, February 4, 2000.

Heart of the Campus
Burleson Quadrangle echoes with stories 
of students — past and present

Elizabeth Vardaman
Class of ’65
Assistant Dean,
College of Arts and Sciences
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Communication Sciences and Disorders ranked 4th, the Department of
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Other Notable Achievements
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Exciting progress is being made on Baylor’s

proposed new science facility. The 200,000-

square-foot building will link existing science

structures, Sid Richardson and Marrs McLean,

in the heart of campus. One of the many excit-

ing features will be a multistory atrium and

open space where students and faculty can

gather for conversation, study, and the

exchange of ideas.

With 98 percent of Baylor students taking at

least one science course, almost every student at

the University will have a chance to benefit

from the  facility. For science majors, whether

they are involved in one of several proposed

interdisciplinary fields or in prehealth and sci-

ence programs for which Baylor already has

established a tradition of excellence, the new

complex will offer  inquiry-based learning, nur-

ture critical thinking, and facilitate proactive

research.
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